
  Staff Report 

 

To: Port Hawkesbury Planning Advisory Committee 

Port Hawkesbury Council 

From: Planning Staff (EDPC)  

Date: April 27, 2022 

Reference: Amendment request to the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land-Use By-law to 

amend the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) Zone  

 
Recommendation:  

That Port Hawkesbury Council approve the proposed amendments to the Port Hawkesbury 

Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law to add Craft Beverage Facility as a permitted 

use in the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) Zone and insert accompanying 

definitions. 

Background: 

Planning staff received an application on January 31, 2022 from Gregg Colp to amend the Port 

Hawkesbury Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law to amend the Granville 

Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) Zone to allow for Craft Beverage Facilities, which includes 

micro-breweries and micro-distilleries within this zone. The current C-2 zoning does not permit 

this type of use (See Appendix B for permitted uses). In response to the increase in popularity 

and demand for this industry, planning staff are recommending Council approve the addition of 

Craft Beverage Facilities as a permitted use within the C-2 Zone. 

Mr. Colp is looking to have a nano-distillery on his property located at 229 Granville Street, Port 

Hawkesbury. The purpose of his distillery is to produce no more than 50-75 barrels of alcohol and 

spirits a year. The distillery will be located in a portable shipping container on the property, and 

the intention is to be a travelling distillery, attending different events and festivals within and 

outside of Port Hawkesbury. Mr. Colp is not intending to have a sit-down area as part of his 

distillery. However, the proposed amendments would allow for accessory sales, tours, tasting 

rooms, and seating areas if desired.  

Examples of distilleries in Nova Scotia include the Compass Distillery located in downtown Halifax 

and Ironworks Distillery in Lunenburg. Compass Distillery is located on Agricola Street in Halifax, 

which is a mixed use residential commercial area, similar to Granville Street in Port Hawkesbury. 

Given the increased demand and popularity for these types of uses, Compass Distillery has 

seamlessly blended into the existing neighbourhood and has increased visitors to the area and is 

seen as a popular destination in Halifax for residents and tourists.  
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A site visit was conducted on April 25, 2022 at which time Granville Street and the waterfront 

were visited and photos were taken of the area and surrounding properties to ensure 

compatibility of land uses. This 

included 229 Granville Street, as seen 

in Figure 1, which will be the location 

of the proposed distillery. This area is 

a mixed use residential and 

commercial area. The property has a 

single detached dwelling, and the 

distillery will be operating out of a 

portable shipping container on the 

same property. The location of the 

proposed shipping container is 

unknown but will be subject to siting 

requirements set out in the Land Use 

By-law. The property is on the corner 

of Granville Street and MacSween 

Street, with a residential unit and a Bell Aliant building (5 MacSween Street) and a literacy centre 

(305 Granville Street) abutting the property. 

Analysis: 

Review of the Town Municipal Planning Strategy reveal it is a priority of Council to continue to 

permit the development of commercial uses within the Granville Street/Waterfront 

Development Zone. Specifically, Policy L-2.2.2 (a) outlines this priority, which reads as: 

L-2.2.2 It shall be the intention of Council to work with the Eastern District Planning

Commission, Enterprise Cape Breton Corp. and other agencies in the Granville

Street/Waterfront Development Zone to maintain a suitable appearance and character

and to encourage further development redevelopment and streetscape improvements

through the following:

a) encourage and permit the development and redevelopment of commercial uses,

particularly specialty retail and service operations;

Presently, breweries and distilleries are permitted uses within the Mixed-Use (M-1) Zone. There 

is, however, no definition to determine the limitations for the type of facility these are classified. 

Meaning both micro and commercial sized (industrial) breweries and distilleries are permitted 

within this zone. Breweries and Distilleries will remain as permitted uses within the M-1 Zone. 

Amendments to the Land Use By-law will include added definitions for both Commercial 

Figure 1: Proposed location of distillery
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Breweries and Distilleries, and Micro Breweries and Distilleries and allowing Micro Breweries and 

distilleries as a permitted use in the C-2 Zone. 

In August 2020, a public engagement session 

was held to discuss the future of the Port 

Hawkesbury Waterfront and to highlight 

opportunities, challenges, and timelines for 

the waterfront redevelopment. From this 

session, as well as related surveys, several 

common themes emerged. Participants 

generally agreed that the waterfront needs to 

become a more vibrant and economically 

active space. One of the top identified 

priorities for the waterfront redevelopment 

was the need for more retail and dining 

spaces. Although the applicant does not intend to have a restaurant/dining space on the 

property, the use can still be seen as beneficial to the development of the waterfront area and 

zone. The amendments would also allow for future development of micro-breweries and 

distilleries in this zone, and given the increase in popularity for this type of industry, would 

contribute to the goal of the Port Hawkesbury waterfront becoming a “destination” within the 

Town. 

A new use definition is proposed called “Craft Beverage Facility”, which will accommodate small 

to medium scale breweries and distilleries, allowing the production of beer, ciders, and distilled 

spirits. These uses must be in accordance with, and obtain the proper licences and permits as set 

by the Nova Scotia Liquor Control Act and the Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation. The new definition 

addresses three types of facilities including Micro-Breweries, Micro-Distilleries, and Nano-

Breweries, which is the smallest form of a brewery. There are also new definitions for Commercial 

Breweries and Commercial Distilleries, which are permitted as Resource Industrial Uses. 

Definitions for each new use are enclosed in the amending pages of Appendix A. 

After review of all relative policies against the proposal, staff have concluded that the proposed 

use is reasonably consistent with the intent of the Municipal Planning Strategy. Therefore, staff 

are recommending the approval of the proposed amendments. The proposed Municipal Planning 

Strategy and Land Use By-law amendments are detailed in Appendix A of this report. 

Figure 2: Proposed location of distillery in the C-2 Zone
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Provincial Regulations 

In Nova Scotia, the production, consumption and sale of liquor is governed by the Nova Scotia 

Liquor Control Act (LCA), which designates the Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation (NSLC) as the 

provincial liquor authority for the province. The NSLC is responsible for the regulation of local 

manufacturers including wineries, breweries, and distilleries. All applications for local 

manufacturing of alcohol must obtain the proper permits and licences in accordance with the 

regulations of the Liquor Control Act. Appendix C outlines the Manufacturers’ Policy that 

establishes the guidelines for the issuance of permits and ongoing operation of manufacturers of 

beverage alcohol in Nova Scotia. 

There is no legal definition of a NANO DISTILLERY; moreover, it is a term used to describe the 

smallest distilleries. Most distilleries are described as either Micro Distilleries or Commercial 

Distilleries. Nano distilleries are described as the production of between 75-750 litres a week or 

500 barrels a year of alcoholic distilled spirits. As per the Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation Distillery 

Requirements, distilleries that produce over 150,000 litres a year are deemed a Commercial 

Distillery. Distilleries producing under 75,000 litres per year are classified as a Class A Craft 

Distillery, and between 75,001-150,000 litres per year are deemed a Class B Craft Distillery. The 

application from Mr. Colp is identified as a Class A Craft Distillery as the projected production is 

less than 75,000 litres per year.  

Conclusion: 

In keeping with the priorities outlined for the future of Granville Street/Waterfront Development 

Zone, as well as the increase in demand and popularity for the Brewing and Distilling industry, 

planning staff are recommending to Town Council to approve the addition of Craft Beverage 

Facility as a permitted use within the C-2 Zone and Policy L-2.2.0 of the Municipal Planning 

Strategy and insert new definitions accordingly.  
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Proposed Motions: 

Planning Advisory Committee 

That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends to Town Council to approve the 

amendments to the Port Hawkesbury Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law to add 

Craft Beverage Facility as a permitted use in the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) 

Zone and insert accompanying definitions; and that Council give First Reading and schedule a 

Public Hearing. 

Council- First Reading 

That Town Council give First Reading and schedule a Public Hearing to approve the amendments 

to the Port Hawkesbury Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law to add Craft Beverage 

Facility as a permitted use in the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) Zone and insert 

accompanying definitions.  

Appendices: 

Appendix A: Amending Pages 
Appendix B: Granville Street/ Waterfront Development Zone Permitted Uses 
Appendix C: NSLC Manufacturers Policy 
Appendix D: Context Map and Subject Property Map 
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Appendix A: Amending Pages 

A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE TOWN OF PORT HAWKESBURY MUNICIPAL PLANNING STRATEGY 

Policy L-2.2.0 of the Municipal Planning Strategy for the Town of Port Hawkesbury is hereby amended by: 

1. Adding immediately the following text in bold:

L-2.2.0 Within the Commercial designation, it shall be the intention of Council to establish a Granville

Street/Waterfront Development (C2) zone in the Land Use By-law which permits uses such as banks and

financial institutions; bed and breakfast establishments, to a maximum of four units; business and

professional offices; craft beverage facilities; dressmaking and tailoring shops; existing residential uses;

hotels and motels; institutional uses subject to the Institutional Zone requirements; marinas and boat

clubs; parking lots and parking structures; pavilions and band shells; photography studios; places of

entertainment, recreation, and assembly; private recreation centres; public parks and recreation areas;

repair shops; residential dwellings located at ground level and above commercial uses; restaurants;

retail stores; service and personal service shops; and wharves and docks.
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A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE TOWN OF PORT HAWKESBURY LAND USE BY-LAW 

Part 25: Definitions of the Land Use By-law for the Town of Port Hawkesbury is hereby amended by: 

1. Adding immediately the following text in bold: 

COMMERCIAL BREWERY- A brewery where the primary business function is the production and 

packaging of more than 15,000 hectolitres of beer or related beverages per year to be sold to the Nova 

Scotia Liquor Corporation and onto the general public through retail liquor stores or for export 

COMMERCIAL DISTILLERY- A distillery where the primary business function is the production and 

packaging of more than 75,000 litres of liquor and spirits per year, not including wine or beer, to be sold 

to the Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation and onto the general public through retail liquor stores or for 

export 

CRAFT BEVERAGE FACILITY- Place where craft beer, cider, and spirits are produced, and may include the 

following: 

MICRO BREWERY- Craft brewery where the primary business function is the production and 

packaging of less than 15,000 hectolitres of beer per year. The facility may include accessory 

sales, tours, tasting rooms and customer seating areas 

MICRO DISTILLERY- Craft distillery where the primary business function is the production and 

packaging of less than 75,000 litres per year of liquor and spirits, not including wine and beer. 

The facility may include accessory sales, tours, tasting rooms and customer seating areas 

NANO BREWERY- Small capacity manufacturing facility where the primary business function is 

the production of less than 2000 hectolitres of beer, ale, cider or other related beverages per 

year (non-distilled) 

Part 15: Granville Street/ Waterfront Development (C2) Zone of the Land Use By-law for the Town of 

Port Hawkesbury is hereby amended by: 

2. Adding immediately the following text in bold following Business and professional offices: 

C2 Uses Permitted 

1. No development permit shall be issued in a Granville Street/ Waterfront Development (C2) Zone 

except for the following: 

… 

• Craft Beverage Facility 

… 

 

 

 

Page 7 of 21



Land Use By-law for the Town of Port Hawkesbury 

LUB - 35 

PART 15 GRANVILLE STREET/WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT (C2) ZONE 

C2 Uses Permitted 

1. No Development permit shall be issued in a Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C2) Zone

except for the following uses:

• Banks and financial institutions Photography studios 

• Bed and breakfast establishments (to a

maximum of four units)

Private recreation centres 

• Business and professional offices Public parks and recreation areas 

• Dressmaking and tailoring shops Repair shops 
• Existing residential uses Restaurants 

• Hotels and motels Retail stores 
• Marinas and boat clubs Service and personal service shops 

• Parking lots and parking structures Wharves and docks 
• Pavilions and band shells

• Residential dwellings including those located above a commercial use
• Institutional uses subject to the Institutional (I) Zone requirements

• Places of entertainment, recreation, and assembly

General Lot Requirements 

2. In the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C2) Zone, no development permit shall be issued

except in conformity with the following requirements:

Minimum Lot Area 465.0 m2 [5005 ft2] 

Minimum Lot Frontage 15.25 m [50.0 ft.] 

Minimum Front Yard 3.05 m [10.0 ft.] 

Minimum Side Yard 

i) one side

ii) other side

3.05 m [10.0 ft.] 

1.80 m [5.9 ft.] (Can be reduced to 0.0 m [0.0 ft.] subject to 

appropriate National Building Code standards) 

Minimum Rear Yard 

3.05 m [10.0 ft.] 

Maximum Height of Main Building 14.0 m [45.9 ft.] 

Special Exemption: Parking Requirements 

3. Notwithstanding the  provisions  of  Section  20  of  Part  6A,  Council  may,  within  the  Granville
Street/Waterfront Development (C2) Zone, accept cash-in-lieu of the required on-site parking or a
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Land Use By-law for the Town of Port Hawkesbury 

LUB - 36 

combination of parking spaces and cash for the balance of the required parking from the developer. 

The cash-in-lieu contribution shall be calculated with the following formula: 

Developer's contribution = [S + (L x 280)] x R x 0.5 

S = structural cost of a single parking space to be set by Council by resolution on an annual basis. 

L =   current  assessed  value  per  square  foot  of  land  within  the  Granville  Street/Waterfront 

Development Zone. 

280 = number of square feet allotted to one parking space. 

R = number of parking spaces for which payment in lieu is required by the developer. 

0.5 = developer’s share of the actual cost of parking spaces for which cash-in-lieu is desired. 

Special Requirement: Design Requirements 

4. In the Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C2) Zone, the following design requirements shall

apply to the development of a new main building on a lot:

a) the building shall be constructed in a manner that its length is perpendicular to the front lot line;

b) the building’s roof line shall be pitched with a minimum slope of ten (10) degrees;

c) dormers and gables shall be permitted; and

d) for rectangular window openings the height of the window sashes shall exceed the width of the

window.

Special Requirements: Bed and Breakfast Establishments 

5. In addition to all other requirements, the following provisions shall apply to bed and

breakfast establishments in Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C2) Zone:

a) Additions – No addition or alteration may be undertaken except for the addition of dormers.

b) Parking – Parking shall be provided in the side or rear yard of the lot only (see also

Section 20 of Part 6A).
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Corporate Affairs and Communications
INDUSTRY POLICY

6.12    Manufacturers’ Policy February 12, 2020

Approval date: February 13, 2020 

Approved by: Board of Directors 

Effective date: February 13, 2020 

Administrative update: February 12, 2020 

1. Policy Statement

This policy is intended to establish guidelines for the issuance of permits and ongoing operation

of manufacturers of beverage alcohol in the province of Nova Scotia.

2. Definitions

Manufacturer: a manufacturing plant located in the Province for the manufacturing of beer in

the case of a brewery, manufacturing or blending and bottling wine in the case of commercial

winery, and manufacturing or blending of spirits and other liquor in the case of a distillery to

which a license has been issued by the Government of Canada and a Special Permit (hereinafter

referred to as “Permit”) by the NSLC.

Commercial Brewery: a manufacturer of beer, where the primary business function is to sell

packaged product to the NSLC and on to the general public through retail liquor stores or for

export, and which manufactures 15,000 hectolitres or more of beer per year.

Craft Brewery: a manufacturer of beer, where the primary business function is to sell packaged

product to the NSLC and on to the general public through retail liquor stores, or for export, and

which manufactures more than 2000 hectolitres but less than 15,000 hectolitres of beer per

year. Craft breweries may, subject to approval from the Alcohol, Gaming, Fuel and Tobacco

Division (AGFT) of Service Nova Scotia, have an adjacent licensed premise that shall be totally

segregated from their manufacturing facility and operated under the terms and conditions of

the liquor license issued for the licensed premise, and may have an ownership interest in up to

four additional licensed premises.

Note: A craft brewery that produces in excess of 15,000 hectolitres of beer in any given fiscal

year, as determined by the NSLC, will automatically become a commercial brewery and be

subject to all laws, regulations, and policies of a commercial brewery.
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POLICY – MANUFACTURERS’ POLICY PAGE 2 

Nano Brewery: a small capacity manufacturing facility where the primary business function is 

the production of less than 2000 hectolitres of beer per year and, counted separately, less than 

2000 hectolitres of wine, cider or other non-spirits per year (no distillation permitted and each 

product separately approved by the NSLC). Nano Breweries shall be authorized by the NSLC to 

sell product: to the NSLC and on to the general public through retail liquor stores; for export; to 

the general public in approved containers at its facility; for consumption in its adjacent, totally 

segregated, licensed premises; or other sales as may be authorized by the NSLC. Sales may occur 

at the manufacturing facility and in up to four additional licensed premises in which the nano 

brewery principal owner has at least 51% ownership interest. 

Commercial Winery: a manufacturing plant, located in the Province, to which a permit has been 

issued by the NSLC and where wine is manufactured or blended and bottled for sale to the NSLC 

or for export but does not include a farm winery as defined in Section 49 of the NSLC 

Regulations. 

Distillery: a manufacturing plant, located in the Province, to which a license has been issued by 

the Government of Canada and to which a permit has been issued by the NSLC and where 

liquor, other than beer or wine, is manufactured or blended and bottled for sale to the NSLC or 

for export. 

Beer: the product of the fermentation by yeast of an infusion of barley or wheat malt and hops 

or hop extract in potable water and shall be brewed in such a manner as to possess the aroma, 

taste and character commonly attributed to beer. 

Spirits: a potable beverage alcohol obtained from the distillation of an alcohol-containing liquid. 

Wine: any liquor containing not more than 16.0% alcohol by volume which is produced by the 

natural fermentation of grapes which cannot be defined as beer or spirits. All additives and 

processes (such as chaptalization with sugar), are permitted as allowed by the federal Food and 

Drugs Act with the exception of the addition of alcohol. This includes but is not limited to wine 

coolers, table wine, still wine, sparkling wine, champagne and cider. 

Beverage Alcohol: (hereinafter referred to in policy) beer over .5%, spirits or wine manufactured 

by a Manufacturer. 

One Premise Sale: a sale where the purchaser or the purchaser’s agent is present in the store at 

the time of the sale. 
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POLICY – MANUFACTURERS’ POLICY PAGE 3 

Plant Site: the land, buildings, machinery, apparatus and fixtures employed by a manufacturer in 

the manufacturing process at the location of a brewery, winery or distillery and includes land 

adjacent thereto. 

Store: a Manufacturers’ Retail Store for the on-premises sale of beverage alcohol. 

3. Directives

3.1 Permit Issuance Requirements

3.1.1 The NSLC may issue a permit to a manufacturer provided it has demonstrated 

technical capability of consistently producing quality beverage alcohol on a commercial 

basis with a minimum production capacity of 15,000 hectolitres for a commercial 

brewery, 10,000 litres for a winery, or 2,500 litres for a distillery. 

3.1.2 Manufacturers may be allowed to operate in the Province upon receipt of NSLC 

permits. The terms and conditions as outlined on the permits, the contents of applicable 

NSLC Policy Guidelines, and any Contract between the Manufacturer and the NSLC, 

along with the general provisions of the Liquor Control Act and Regulations are to be 

followed as they relate to the manufacturing, handling, distributing and selling of 

beverage alcohol at the premises. 

3.1.3 Manufacturers permitted by the NSLC may apply for permits to include an on-site 

Hospitality Room and a Manufacturer’s Retail Store. Renewal of permits shall be 

required from the NSLC annually as per its standard fee schedule along with completed 

Application Forms. 

3.1.4 Separate permits shall be required for the manufacture of beer, spirits and wine. 

3.1.5 The following information and approvals shall be required prior to the issuance of 

a permit: 

3.1.5.1 Manufacturers shall contact and receive approvals from Excise Canada 

(federal licensing and apparatus standards), and the Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency (packaging and labeling) before submitting a permit application to the 

Permit and Regulatory Affairs Analyst. 

3.1.5.2 A written proposal including drawings of proposed Manufacturer shall 

be submitted for approval by the NSLC. Proposals shall include the following: 

• Structure of Company (Board of Directors, President, etc.)
• Method of Distribution
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POLICY – MANUFACTURERS’ POLICY PAGE 4 

• Marketing Plan
• Expected Volume of Business
• Quality Control
• Strength of Beverage Alcohol
• Location of Facilities
• Number of People to be Employed
• Projected Market Penetration
• Capital Cost.
• Written approval from municipality relative to zoning, land use,

occupancy, fire and safety, and health inspection.

3.1.5.3 Quality control of all listed products shall be approved by appropriate 

government departments in accordance with their standards. Type of package 

to be used shall comply with industry standards and comply with requirements 

of the Nova Scotia Resource Recovery Fund Board if sold at retail within Nova 

Scotia. 

3.1.6 Unless otherwise defined in this policy or specifically authorized by the NSLC, a 

manufacturer shall not be permitted to own, rent, lease or operate a licensed premise 

as defined and approved by the AGFT. 

3.2 Manufacturing facilities shall be carefully controlled. They shall be annually inspected by the 

Fire Marshall or their delegate and the limits as to number of persons permitted at any one time 

are not to be exceeded and health standards are to be maintained. 

3.3 Insurance 

3.3.1 The Manufacturer shall provide and maintain appropriate insurance for the 

premises and shall provide and maintain liability insurance in respect of all persons who 

enter the premises, and for all products sampled or sold. 

3.3.2 The Company shall indemnify the NSLC of and from and against all actions, suits, 

claims and demands which may be brought against or made upon the NSLC from and 

against all loss, costs, charges, damages and expenses which may be incurred, sustained 

or paid by the NSLC arising out of the issuing of the permit or permits and the 

consumption of products pursuant thereto. 

3.4 Advertising and Marketing 

3.4.1 All external and media advertising shall conform to the requirements of the NSLC’s 

Advertising Guidelines. Improper promotional activities, which are not in keeping with 
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the spirit and intent of the Act, Regulations, and Policy Guidelines, may result in 

disciplinary action. 

3.4.2 Manufacturers’ are encouraged to understand NSLC merchandising programs and 

should familiarize themselves with the various NSLC merchandising and marketing 

initiatives which are designed to enhance their marketing efforts. 

3.5 Products to be listed by the NSLC for retail sale are selected and approved by the Customer 

Strategy Team at the NSLC. The appropriate category manager should be contacted for more 

information on this process. 

3.6 Record Requirements 

3.6.1 Record keeping will be in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices 

and normal business practices. The NSLC will also provide specific record-keeping and 

reporting requirements to each manufacturer for audit and control purposes. 

3.6.2 Conditions with respect to record requirements specified by the Canada Revenue 

Agency must be respected. 

3.7 Audit 

3.7.1 The NSLC, or its agents, shall be permitted at any time to enter the premises of the 

Manufacturer to ensure, to the satisfaction of the NSLC, that the operations comply 

with the provisions of the Act, Regulations, Policy Guidelines or directives of the NSLC, 

and the provisions of the Contract. 

3.7.2 The Manufacturer shall permit access to its records including production, 

purchase, shipment, and sales reports; and access to its premises, in order to permit an 

audit by authorized personnel acting on behalf of the NSLC. 

3.7.3 The Manufacturer and its employees shall cooperate fully with the NSLC, or its 

agents. 

3.8 Product Delivery 

3.8.1 All beverage alcohol for resale in Nova Scotia shall only be shipped to the NSLC, 

with the exception of keg beer which may be shipped direct to Licensees. Delivery of keg 

beer to Licensees must be made by bonded carrier (Refer to Policy Guideline on keg 

deliveries). Exceptions to this provision may be authorized by the NSLC at its sole 

discretion on an individual basis. 
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3.8.2 In the case where a manufacturer has more than one separate production facility 

in the province of Nova Scotia, the transfer of product between facilities for the purpose 

of retail sales may be permitted under the following circumstances: 

• The transfer has received prior approval by the NSLC. 
• Each facility has been issued a manufacturing permit by the NSLC. 
• Each additional facility must be wholly owned by the principal owner of the 

originating manufacturing facility. 
• The product being transferred is produced and packaged in Nova Scotia. 

 
3.8.3 In accordance with the AGFT, the regulations issued under the Liquor Control Act, 

and this policy, it is not permitted for a registered liquor representative to deliver 

beverage alcohol to a Licensee. 

3.8.4 Commercial brewers shall be responsible for the establishment of a suitable 

delivery system for their products, subject to approval by the NSLC. 

3.8.5 The carriage and delivery of beverage alcohol shall comply with the provisions of 

the Act, the Regulations and policies of the NSLC. 

3.9 Quality Control 

3.9.1 Proper manufacturing techniques shall be followed ensuring that high standards of 

hygiene, quality and safety are ongoing and meet the requirements of the NSLC, 

applicable health authorities, requirements under the provincial Health Protection Act, 

and any applicable federal requirements. 

3.9.2 Beer shall be stabilized by an acceptable method to guarantee a satisfactory shelf 

life. 

3.9.3 Production materials used by Manufacturer shall meet Canadian Food and Drug 

standards. 

3.9.4 The alcohol content of products manufactured by Manufacturer shall fall within 

the current standard as specified by the Food and Drug Act. 

3.9.5 Manufacturers shall package their products in suitable, approved containers. 

3.9.6 The alcohol content of each product shall be properly and accurately measured 

prior to being sold. Production records for this parameter shall be maintained by the 

Manufacturer and are subject to inspection by the NSLC at any time. 

3.10 General 
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3.10.1 Security of ingredients and final product shall be assured regarding adulteration, 

infestation, sanitary conditions, burglary, sabotage and theft. 

3.10.2 Manufacturer employees shall be of legal drinking age at a minimum, in good 

health to ensure product safety, and shall not consume any beverage alcohol while on 

duty except as required for quality assurance purposes. 

3.10.3 Beverage alcohol is not to be consumed, given away or sold in the manufacturing 

portion of the Manufacturer’s facility. 

3.10.4 Tours are permitted for the purposes of public relations and increasing public 

knowledge of the Manufacturer and its products; and for hosting, tasting, or sampling of 

products produced by the Manufacturer. Such tours shall not be used as an inducement 

for licensees, to permit over- consumption, or to allow underage drinking. Tastings 

during tours shall be permitted only in the approved Hospitality Room as designated by 

way of a permit issued by the NSLC. 

3.11 Manufacturers’ Retail Store 

 3.11.1 General Guidelines 

3.11.1.1 The NSLC may issue a permit to a Manufacturer to operate one store at 

its plant site or each of its plant sites in Nova Scotia. 

3.11.1.2 The store shall be owned or leased by the Manufacturer and located 

and operated at the plant site. 

3.11.1.3 The store shall only sell beverage alcohol products manufactured or 

blended and bottled at the plant site, and other related non-alcoholic products, 

unless exceptions are specifically approved by the NSLC. 

3.11.1.4 All sales shall be by unopened container. 

3.11.2 The store shall comply with provincial retail closing legislation, applicable by-laws 

of the jurisdiction in which the store is located, and any other requirements as may be 

determined by the NSLC. 

 3.11.3 Employees 

3.11.3.1 Employees of the store shall have no employment relationship 

whatsoever, direct or indirect, with the NSLC or the AGFT. 
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3.11.3.2 The Manufacturer shall comply with all applicable laws respecting 

employment, health & safety of store employees. 

3.11.3.3 All employees who handle or sell products on the store premises shall 

be of legal drinking age at a minimum. 

3.11.3.4 All employees who sell products on the store premises shall reserve the 

right to request valid proof of age, and exercise this right as per NSLC guidelines 

to ensure the product is sold responsibly 

 3.11.4 Permit 

3.11.4.1 The NSLC shall provide a Permit to the store and the Permit shall be 

displayed in the premises at all times. The NSLC shall indicate terms and 

conditions on the Permit respecting operation of the store. 

3.11.4.2 The Manufacturer may terminate the Permit to operate a store by 

giving written notice by registered mail addressed to the Permits and Regulatory 

Affairs Analyst, Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation, 93 Chain Lake Drive, Bayers 

Lake Business Park, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3S 1A5, at least sixty days before the 

date of the intended termination. 

3.11.4.3 The NSLC may terminate the Permit to operate a store at any time 

without notice if, in its opinion, the operation of the store is unsatisfactory, or if 

the Liquor Control Act, the Regulations, or policy directives of the NSLC have 

been contravened. 

3.11.4.4 The Manufacturer shall indemnify the NSLC against all actions, suits, 

claims, and demands which may be brought against or made upon the NSLC 

from any loss, costs, charges, damages and expenses which may be incurred, 

sustained or paid by the NSLC in connection with the store. 

3.11.5 Sales, Pricing, and Listing 

3.11.5.1 Beverage alcohol sold at a Manufacturers Retail Store shall be deemed 

to have been first purchased from the NSLC. Requirements for remittance and 

reporting of sales to the NSLC shall be provided by the NSLC to the 

Manufacturer as described in Section 6.1.17 of this policy. The Manufacturer 

agrees to comply with such requirements as a condition of the Permit. 
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3.11.5.2 Beverage alcohol not listed by the NSLC shall be sold at such prices as 

established by through the corporate Social Reference Pricing Policy. 

Manufacturers operating a retail store shall submit a retail price list for all 

products sold in the store to the NSLC Pricing Coordinator annually, and upon 

request by the NSLC. The NSLC reserves the right to require approval of prices 

charged in the store. In no instance shall beverage alcohol be sold for less than 

the NSLC’s approved social reference price. 

3.11.5.3 Manufacturers Retail Stores shall not sell liquor to licensees except as 

specifically permitted by the NSLC. 

 3.11.6 Store Operations 

3.11.6.1 The Manufacturer shall make returns to the NSLC on forms prescribed 

by the NSLC, showing accurately all information required respecting the sale of 

products, proceeds from such sales, remittances due to the NSLC, stock 

movement into and out of the store, and any other information which the NSLC 

may deem necessary. 

3.11.6.2 The Manufacturer agrees to remit all amounts due to the NSLC monthly 

and in full, unless other arrangements have been agreed to by the NSLC. 

3.11.6.3 The NSLC may approve a tasting area in the store for which a 

Hospitality Room Permit is issued. 

3.11.6.4 The Manufacturer shall not sell products nor provide samples to a 

person who is showing signs or symptoms of being intoxicated. 

3.11.6.5 The Manufacturer shall not sell beverage alcohol nor provide samples 

to a person who is not of legal drinking age. 

3.11.6.6 The Manufacturer is responsible for maintaining orderly control of their 

premises at all times and shall comply with any orders given by a NSLC Inspector 

or other official, or by any law enforcement personnel, respecting operation of 

the premises. 

3.11.6.7 The Manufacturer is responsible for the recording and remittance of 

Harmonized Sales Tax in accordance with the laws of the Province of Nova 

Scotia and the Government of Canada and shall comply with provisions of the 

Excise Tax Act (Canada). 
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Social Reference Pricing Policy
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https://mynslc.sharepoint.com/AboutUs/Shared%20Documents/Corporate%20Policies/CST%20and%20CSR/3.1%20SOCIAL%20REFERENCE%20Policy_2018.pdf
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Appendix D: Subject Property Map 
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Granville Street/Waterfront Development (C-2) Zone
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