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For questions about this By-law, please contact the 

Eastern District Planning Commission 

32 Paint St., Unit 4 

Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia  B9A 3J8 

Ph: (902) 625-5361 

Fax: (902) 625-1559 

Toll Free: 888-625-5361 
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As adopted by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness on October 05, 2015; 
 

As amended by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness on October 03, 2016 (staff report); 
 

As amended by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness on September 11, 2017 (staff report); 
 

As amended by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness on March 05, 2018 (staff report); 
 

As amended by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness on April 09, 2018 (staff report). 
 

  

http://www.edpc.ca/staffreports/inverness/SRIN-Cabot_Links_Waterfront_Memo.pdf
http://www.edpc.ca/staffreports/inverness/SRIN-Omnibus_Amendments_2017.pdf
http://edpc.ca/staffreports/inverness/SRIN-3294708NS_Ltd.pdf
http://edpc.ca/staffreports/inverness/SRIN-RZ_Lower_Railway_St.pdf
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PART 1: 

TITLE 
 

 

This By-law shall be known and may be cited as the “Land Use By-law” of the Inverness Plan Area of the 
Municipality of the County of Inverness and referred to hereafter as the Inverness Plan Area Land Use 
By-law and this By-law shall apply to all lands within the Plan Area. 
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PART 2: 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

1.   This By-law shall take effect when approved by the Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal 
Relations for the Province of Nova Scotia 

 

PROHIBITION 
 

2.   Subject to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, no development shall be carried out 
within the Plan Area, except in accordance with this By-law. 

 

3.   No person shall commence or continue development for which a Development Permit is required by 
this By-law unless the owner has obtained a Development Permit to carry out the development. 

 

4.   Except when located in a Residential Multiple-Unit, Industrial, Waterfront Development, Public Park, 
Open   Space,   Intensive   Recreation,   Commercial   Business   District,   Commercial   Tourism,   or 
Commercial Mixed Use zone, and unless otherwise stated in this By-law, no Development Permit 
shall be issued to erect more than one (1) main building on a lot. 

 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
 

5.   The Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness (hereinafter referred to as “Council”), 
which has adopted this Land Use By-law, shall appoint a Development Officer, who shall be responsible 
for the administration of the Land Use By-law and issuing of Development Permits. 

 

6.   The Development Officer shall keep records of all applications received, permits and orders issued, 
and inspections made, and shall retain copies of all papers and documents connected with the 
administration of the By-law, which shall form part of the public records of the Municipality of the 
County of Inverness. 

 

ENFORCEMENT 
 

7.   Council, by any duly authorized officer or servant, shall have the right to enter at all reasonable 
times into or upon any property within the Plan Area for the purposes of an inspection necessary in 
connection with the administration of this Land Use By-law. 

 

PERMITS 
 

8.  Unless otherwise stated in this By-law, no person shall undertake a development without first obtaining 
a Development Permit from the Development Officer. 

 

9.   Every Development Permit is valid: 
 



I N V E R N E S S   L A N D   U S E   B Y - L A W 

 

 

9 | P a g e  

a.    Upon the development being commenced within twelve (12) months from the date of 
issuing the permit; 

 

b.   Upon the permit being renewed for another twelve (12) months if construction has begun; 
or, 

 

c. If not commenced within twelve (12) months and is still proposed, a new application is to be 
made. 

 

10. An application for a Development Permit shall: 
 

a.    Be made in the form prescribed by the Municipality; 
 

b.   Be signed by the owner or his/her authorized agent; 
 

c. State the intended use of the proposed development; and, 
 

d.   Provide any other information required by the Development Officer to determine whether 
the proposal meets the requirements of this By-law. 

 

11. When necessary to complete the assessment of a proposed development, the Development Officer 
may require the applicant to submit copies in duplicate of one or more of the following: 

 

a.    A survey plan of the lot showing the dimensions of the lot; said plan to be made and 
certified by a registered land surveyor licensed to practice in Nova Scotia; and, 

 

b.   The position, height, and horizontal dimensions of all structures existing on the lot. 
 

PENALTY 
 

12. Any person in violation of this By-law may be penalized through fines or imprisonment as provided 
for in the Municipal Government Act. 

 

COSTS FOR ADVERTISING 
 

13. Applications for amendment to this By-law or a Development Agreement shall be accompanied by a 
deposit to the Eastern District Planning Commission (EDPC) for an amount estimated by the Commission 
to be sufficient to pay the cost of advertising required by the Municipal Government Act.  After the 
advertising has been completed, the applicant shall pay to the EDPC any additional amount required to 
defray the cost of the advertising.  If there is a surplus, the EDPC shall refund the excess. 
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PART 3: 

ZONES AND ZONING MAP 
 

ZONE 
 

1.   For the purpose of this By-law, the Inverness Plan Area is divided into the following zones that may 
be referred to by the appropriate symbols. 

 
 

Land Use Designation 
 

Zone Name 
 

Symbol 
 

Land Use By-law 
Section 

Rural Development Rural Development RD-1 Part 7 
Rural Residential RR Part 7A 

Residential Urban Residential Urban R-1 Part 8 
Residential Multiple-Unit R-2 Part 9 

Permitted in All 
Designations 

Institutional I-1 Part 10 
Public Park O-1 Part 11 
Open Space O-2 Part 12 

Permitted in All 
Designations Except 

Commercial Business 
District and Waterfront 

Development 

Intensive Recreation O-3 Part 13 

Commercial Business 
District 

Commercial Business District C-1 Part 14 

General Commercial Commercial Mixed Use C-2 Part 15 
Commercial Tourism C-3 Part 16 

Waterfront Development Waterfront Development WD Part 17 
Industrial Industrial M-1 Part 18 

Permitted in All 
Designations 

Wellhead Protection WHP Part 19 

 

The zone boundaries are show on the attached schedule.  This schedule as included may be cited as 
the “Zoning Maps” and is hereby declared to form part of this By-law. 

 

ZONES NOT ON MAPS 
 

2.   The Zoning Map of this By-law may be amended, in conformance with the Secondary Plan, to use any 
zone in this By-law, regardless of whether or not such zone had previously appeared on any zoning map. 
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PART 4: 

INTERPRETATION 
 

INTERPRETATION OF ZONING BOUNDARIES 
 

1.  The extent and boundaries of all zones are shown on the Zoning Map, attached hereto, and for all 
such zones the provisions of this By-law shall respectively apply. 

 

2.   Boundaries between zones shall be determined as follows: 
 

a.    Where  a  zone  boundary  is  indicated  as  following  a  street,  the  boundary  shall  be  the 
centerline of such street; 

 

b.   Where a zone boundary is indicated as approximately following lot lines, the boundary shall 
follow such lot lines; 

 

c. where a street, highway, railroad or railway right-of-way, electrical transmission line right- 
of-way, or watercourse is included on the zoning map and serves as a boundary between 
two or more different zones, a line midway on such right-of-way or watercourse and extending 
in to general direction of the long division thereof shall be considered the boundary between 
the zones unless specifically indicated otherwise; 

 

d.   Where a zone boundary is indicated as approximately following a physical feature including a 
watershed, the zone boundary shall follow such physical features as determined by field survey; 
and, 

 

e.   Where none of the above provisions apply, and where appropriate, the zone boundary shall 
be scaled from the attached Zoning Map. 

 

CERTAIN WORDS 
 

3.   In this By-law, words used in the present tense include future; words in the singular number include 
the plural except where otherwise clearly stated; words in the plural include the singular number; 
and the word “used” includes “arranged”, “designed or intended to be used”; the word “shall” is 
mandatory and the “may” is permissive. 

 

PERMITTED USES 
 

4.   Uses permitted within a zone shall be determined as follows: 
 

a.   If a use is not listed as a use permitted within a specific zone, it shall be deemed to be prohibited 
in that zone; 

 

b.   If any use is listed subject to any special conditions or requirements, it shall be permitted subject 
to the fulfilling of such conditions or requirements; and, 

 

c. If a proposed use is not specifically defined or listed, it must be reviewed by EDPC staff to determine 
whether it is similar or compatible with other uses in that specific zone. 
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USE OF METRIC  SYSTEM 
 

5.   Throughout this  Land  Use By-law, the  metric system  has been  used  followed by  the  approximate 
imperial system   equivalent  in  brackets.   Should   any  case  arise  where there appears to  be  a 
discrepancy between the two figures, the metric figure shall prevail. 
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PART 5: 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS AND SITE PLANS 
 

DEVELOPMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED BY DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
 

1.   The following developments shall be permitted only by Development Agreement, in accordance 
with the Municipal Government Act, the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Section 16 of the 
Inverness Secondary Plan: 

 

a.    Tourist  Cabin/Cottage  developments  in  the  Rural  Development  or  Urban  Residential 
designations; 

 

b.   Tourist Cabin/Cottage development in the General Commercial designation on lands not 
zoned Commercial Tourism (C-3); 

 

c. Mobile Home Parks in the Rural Development and Urban Residential designations; 
 

d.   Developments of four (4) or more units in a multiple-unit dwelling in the Rural Development 
(RD-1) zone; and, 

 

e.   A Multiple-unit Dwelling development with five (5) or more units in the Residential Multiple- 
Unit (R-2) zone. 

 

f. Mixed use Residential and Commercial units in the Waterfront Development (WD) zone. 
 

2.   A Development Permit may be issued for a development listed in Part 5, Section 1 pursuant to the 
Municipal Government Act provided: 

 

a.    The appeal period has lapsed or any appeals that may have been lodged have been dealt 
with by the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board; and, 

 

b.   The development conforms to the terms of the Development Agreement. 
 

DEVELOPMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED BY SITE PLAN APPROVAL 
 

3.   The following developments shall be permitted only by Site Plan Approval, in accordance with the 
Municipal Government Act, the Municipal Planning Strategy, and Section 17 of the Inverness Secondary 
Plan: 

 

a.   All permitted uses in the Waterfront Development (WD), Commercial Business District (C-1), 
Commercial Mixed-Use (C-2), and Commercial Tourism (C-3) zones; 

 

b.   Hotels/Motels in the Intensive Recreation (O-3) zone; 
 

c. Tourist/Guest  Homes  in  the  Rural  Development  (RD-1),  Residential  Urban  (R-1),  and 
Residential Multiple-Unit (R-2) zones. 

 

4.   Notwithstanding Part 5, Section 3(a) of this By-law, home occupations, single-detached dwellings, 
semi-detached dwellings, dwelling units, community gardens, uses listed with the stipulation of 
being “existing”, mini/mobile homes, and private home daycares located on lands zoned Waterfront 
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Development   (WD),   Commercial   Business   District  (C-1),   Commercial   Mixed   Use   (C-2),   and 
Commercial Tourism (C-3) shall be excused from the requirement for Site Plan Approval. 

 

5.   A Development Permit may be issued for a development listed in Part 5, Section 3 pursuant to the 
Municipal Government Act provided: 

 

a.   The appeal period has lapsed or any appeals that may have been lodged have been dealt 
with by the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board; and, 

 

b.   The development conforms to the terms of the Site Plan Approval. 
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PART 6: 

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL ZONES 
 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 
 

1.   Accessory buildings and structures shall be permitted in any zone within the Inverness Plan Area. 
Such buildings or structures shall: 

 

a.    Not be used for human habitation except where all applicable provisions and requirements for 
an Accessory Dwelling under the Inverness Land Use By-law are met; 

 

b.   In a residential zone, not be located within the required front yard of a lot; 
 

c. Within a non-residential zone, not be built closer to a street in the front yard or flanking 
yard than the main building is to that street; 

 

d.   On a corner lot, be located in the rear yard or in the side yard that is not adjacent to the 
flanking street; 

 

e.   Not be built closer than 3 metres (9.8 feet) to a lot line in a Rural Development (RD-1) zone 
and 1.2 metres (4 feet) in any other zone except that: 

 

i.   Common semi-detached garages may be centred on the mutual lot line; 
 

ii.   Accessory buildings with no perforations or windows on the side of the accessory 
building that face the lot line in question may be located within a minimum of 0.6 
metres (2 feet) from that lot line, in any residential zone except the Rural Development 
(RD-1) zone; and, 

 

iii.   Boat  houses  and  boat  docks  may  be  building  to  the  lot  line  where  the  line 
corresponds to the water’s edge or is in the water; 

 

f. Not be built within 1.8 metres (6 feet) of the main building; 
 

g. Not be considered an accessory building if attached to the main building in any way; 
 

h.   Not be considered an accessory building if located completely underground; 
 

i. Except for non-residential accessory buildings in a  Rural Development (RD-1) zone, not 
exceed 4.5 metres (15 feet) in height; and, 

 

j. Except in a Rural Development (RD-1) zone or Industrial (M-1) zone, not exceed ten percent 
(10%) of the total lot area or 55.5 square metres (597 square feet) floor area, whichever is the 
greater amount. 

 

ACCESSORY USES PERMITTED 
 

2.   Where this By-law provides that any land may be used or a building or structure may be erected or used 
for a purpose, the purpose may include an accessory use from the list of permitted uses. 
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Accessory Dwelling Units 

3.   Notwithstanding anything else in the By-law, the establishment of one accessory dwelling unit (Secondary 

Suite, Garden Suite, Garage Suite) to a Single Unit Dwelling, or Semi-Detached Dwelling shall be permitted in 

the Residential Urban (R-1) Zone subject to the following requirements: 

 Garden Suite (R-1 Zone) Garage Suite (R-1 Zone) 

Maximum Number of 
Bedrooms 

2 2 

Minimum Lot Area As per zone requirements for the 
main building 

As per zone requirements for 
main building 

Yard Setbacks Side Yards: As per zone 
requirements for main building 
 
Rear Yard: 3.05m (10.0ft) 

Side Yards: As per zone 
requirements for main building 
 
Rear Yard: 3.05m (10.0ft) 

Garden and Garage Suites must not be built closer to the front lot line 
than the main building 

Maximum accessory 
dwelling unit floor 
area 

80% of the gross floor area of the 
main building up to 90m2 

(968.8sqf) 

80% of the gross floor area of the 
main building up to 90m2 

(968.8sqf) 

Maximum building 
height 

Equal to the height of the main 
building up to 6.5m 

Equal to the height of the main 
building up to 9m 

Minimum setback 
from other buildings 

2m from not habitable structures on the same lot 

3m from all other structures  

Design Requirements 

Exterior Must be compatible with the main dwelling in building material type, 
cladding colour, roof type, and roof pitch. 

Entrance, Main 
Windows and Entry 

Must be oriented toward the main dwelling, flankage yard, or front 
yard 
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Figure A: Measuring frontage for a four-sided lot 

 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE CENTRES 
 

4.   Where an automobile service centre is permitted, the following special provisions shall apply: 
 

a.    Minimum lot frontage: 45.75 metres (150.1 feet); 
 

b.   No portion of any pump island shall be located closer than 6.10 metres (20.0 feet) from any 
street line; 

 

c. The minimum distance between ramps or driveways shall not be closer than 9.00 metres 
(29.5 feet); 

 

d.   The minimum distance from a ramp or driveway to a street intersection shall be 15.25 
metres (50.0 feet); 

 

e.   The minimum angle of intersection of a ramp to a street line shall be 45 degrees; 
 

f. The width of a ramp shall be a minimum of 6.10 metres (20.0 feet) and a maximum of 7.65 
metres (25.1 feet); 

 

g.    A weather canopy for service centre pump islands may be erected provided that no part of 
the canopy is located within 4.00 metres (13.1 feet) of the street or lot line and in no case shall 
the weather canopy extend beyond the front lot line; 

 

h.   The minimum clearance between the established grade and the lowest point on the service 
centre canopy is 4.25 metres (13.9 feet); and, 

 

i. The maximum height between the established grade and the highest point of the service 
centre canopy shall not exceed 6.10 metres (20.0 feet). 

 

BUILDING TO BE ERECTED ON A SINGLE LOT 
 

5.   No person shall erect or use any building unless such building is erected upon a single lot. 
 

BUILDING TO BE MOVED 
 

6.   A Development Permit shall be required for every building to be moved within or into the area 
covered by this By-law. 

 

CALCULATION OF LOT FRONTAGE FOR 
CORNER LOTS OR IRREGULARLY 
SHAPED LOTS 

 

7.  The following means shall be used for the 
purposes of determining the lot frontage of 
corner lots or irregularly shaped lots: 

 

a. In the case of a corner lot with a corner 
visibility triangle, the exterior lot lines 
shall be deemed to extend to their 
hypothetical point of intersection for 
the purpose of calculating the frontage; 
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b. In the case of irregularly shaped lots, lot 
frontage shall be deemed to be the 
horizontal distance between the side lot 
lines measured perpendicularly to a line 
joining the middle of the front lot line 
with the middle of the rear lot line, at a 
point equal to the minimum applicable 
front yard (Figure B). 

 

DRIVEWAYS ON CORNER LOTS 
8.      Notwithstanding anything else in this By- law,  

corner lots within the Residential Urban (R-1) zone 

shall be permitted a maximum of two (2) driveways, subject to the approval of the appropriate 

regulating authority. 

EXISTING SETBACKS (CONFORMITY) 
 

9.  Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, in any residential zone, structures built between buildings 
within 60 metres (200 feet) on the same street along the same block may be built with a setback equal 
to the average setback of the adjacent buildings, but this depth need not be greater than the minimum 
setback requirements prescribed in the zone in which it is situated. 

 

EXISTING UNDERSIZED LOTS 

 

10.  Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, a lot held in separate ownership from the adjoining 
parcels on the effective date of this By-law having less than the minimum frontage or area or both 
required by this By-law may be used of a purpose permitted in the zone in which the lot is located, and 
a building may be erected on the lot, provided that all other applicable provisions in this By-law are met. 

 

11. An existing lot having less than the minimum frontage required by this By-law may undergo a 
subdivision provided the undersized component is not further reduced and all other applicable 
provisions of this By-law are satisfied.  Such lots shall continue to be considered existing undersized 
lots under this By-law. 

 

FRONTAGE ON A STREET 
 

12. No Development Permit shall be issued unless the lot or parcel of land intended to be used or upon 
which the building or structure is to be erected abuts and fronts upon a public street or on an approved 
private road that is shown on an approved Plan of Subdivision. 

 

13. Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, an approved lot existing at the time of the effective 
date of this By-law may be granted a Development Permit provided the lot has a six (6) metre (20 foot) 
right-of-way easement clearly granted by deed and other provisions of the Land Use By-law are 
complied with. 

  

Figure B: Measuring frontage on an irregularly-shaped lot 
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HEIGHT RESTRICTION EXEMPTIONS 
 

14. The height restrictions of this By-law shall not apply to spires for religious institutions, water tanks, 
elevator enclosures, silos, flagpoles, wireless towers, television or radio antennae, ventilators, skylights, 
barns, chimneys or clock towers. 

 

HOME OCCUPATIONS 
 

15. No person or persons shall conduct a home business except as permitted herein and in accordance 
with the regulations hereinafter set out: 

 

1.   Home businesses permitted in a dwelling or accessory building in the RD-1 and R-1 zones: 
 

a.    Retail 

b.   Office 

c. Tradesman or Contractor’s Establishment (administrative office and indoor storage only) 
 

d.   Personal Service Establishment (not including a dry cleaning establishment) 
 

e.   Artisan’s Workshop 
 

f. Academic Instruction 
 

g. Health Office (not including physician, surgeon or dentist) 
 

h.   Repair Service 
 

i. Private Home Daycare 
 

2.   Regulations for Home Business in RD-1 and R-1 zoned dwellings: 
 

a.    The building containing the home business shall comply with all regulations for the dwelling 
type in the zone in which it is located; 

 

b.   The  dwelling  is  occupied  primarily  as  a  residence  and  the  external  appearance  of  the 
dwelling is not changed by the home occupation; 

 

c. The home business shall be conducted by the person or persons resident in the dwelling 
unit, may include up to two (2) non-resident employees, and shall not attract any additional 
employees directly to the lot containing the home business; 

 

d.   The home business shall be conducted so as not to attract more than three (3) customers or 
clients to the home at any one time; 

 

e.   A health office shall not have more than one health professional in attendance at any one 
time; 

 

f. Not more than fifty percent (50%) of the total floor area of the dwelling is devoted to the 
professional or business use, but in no case shall each building be solely occupied by a business 
use; 

g. One off-street parking shall be provided at a rate of one (1) space for each dwelling unit, one 
space for each non-resident employee (if any), and one space for each home business, except 
as follows: 
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1.   An  office  conducted  in  such  a  manner  so  as  not  to  attract  customers,  clients  or 
employees directly to the dwelling unit, in which case, there shall be provided only one 
space for each dwelling unit; and, 

 

2.   If the home business does not have a non-resident employee, then the required parking 
space for the home business and the dwelling unit may be arranged in tandem. 

 

h.   There shall be no advertising other than a business identification plate or sign that has a 
maximum sign area of 0.5 square metres (5.4 square feet) and is attached to the main or 
accessory building (but not a sign on each building).  As well, a ground sign with a maximum 
size of 0.3 square metres (3.2 square feet) may be permitted provided the provisions of Part 
6, Sections 37 through 39 of this By-law are satisfied. 

 

i. No mechanical equipment is used externally except that reasonably consistent with the use of 
a dwelling or accessory building; 

 

j. No open storage or outdoor display shall be permitted except that reasonably consistent 
with the use of a dwelling; 

 

k.    The home occupation shall not be obnoxious or dangerous by reason of emission of odour, 
smoke, dust, soot, noise, gas fumes, vibration, glare, radiation, water-carried waste or other 
offensive emissions; and, 

 

l. A  Development  Permit  for  the  home  occupation  has  been  issued  by  the  Development 
Officer. 

 

3.   Home businesses permitted in a dwelling or accessory building in all other zones: 
 

a.    Office 
 

b.   Tradesman or Contractor’s Establishment (administrative office only) 
 

c. Artisan’s Workshop (not including retail or instruction) 
 

d.   Academic Instruction 
 

4.   Regulations for Home Business in dwellings not zoned RD-1 or R-1: 
 

a.    The  home  business  shall  only  be  conducted  by  the  person  or  persons  resident  in  the 
dwelling unit; 

 

b.   The home business shall be conducted wholly within an enclosed building; 
 

c. No outdoor storage shall be permitted; 
 

d.   No signage, storage or display of goods shall be visible from the street; 
 

e.   The home business shall not attract customers, clients or employees directly to the lot 
containing the home business, except for academic instruction: limited to one customer or 
client at a time; 

 

f. Only one home business shall be permitted for each dwelling unit and the gross floor area of 
such use shall not exceed 25% of the total floor area of the dwelling; 

 

g.    The building containing the home business shall comply with all applicable regulations for 
the dwelling type in the zone in which it is located; 

 

h.   No combustion engine shall be used in the process of conducting any home business; 
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i. The home occupation shall not be obnoxious or dangerous by reason of emission of odour, 
smoke, dust, soot, noise, gas fumes, vibration, glare, radiation, water-carried waste or other 
offensive emissions; and, 

 

j. A  Development  Permit  for  the  home  occupation  has  been  issued  by  the  Development 
Officer. 

 

LEGAL NON-CONFORMING BUILDING - CHANGE OF USE 
 

16. Notwithstanding  anything  else  in  this  By-law,  the use  of  a  building  may  be  changed  to  a  use 
permitted by this By-law when the lot frontage, any minimum required yard, or the minimum lot 
area required (or all of these) is less than the requirements of this By-law, provided that the building 
was existing on or before the effective date of this By-law and all other requirements of this By-law are 
satisfied. 

 

LEGAL NON-CONFORMING BUILDINGS – ADDITION OR ALTERATION 
 

17. Where a building has been erected on or before the effective date of this By-law on a lot having less 
than the minimum frontage or area, or having less than the minimum setback or side yard or rear yard 
required by this By-law, the building may be enlarged, reconstructed, repaired or renovated provided 
that: 

 

a.    The enlargement, reconstruction, repair or renovation does not further reduce the yard that 
does not conform to this By-law; and, 

 

b.   All other applicable provisions of this By-law are satisfied. 
 

LICENSES, PERMITS, AND COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER BY-LAWS 
 

18. Nothing in this  By-law  shall  exempt  any  person from complying  with  the  requirements  of the 
Building By-law or any other By-law in force within the Plan Area or from obtaining any license, 
permission, permit, authority, or approval required by any other By-law of the Municipality and/or any 
other level or government (provincial, federal). 

 

LOADING SPACE 
 

19. Any building or structure to be erected or enlarged that involves the frequent shipping, loading or 
unloading of persons, animals, or goods, shall maintain on the same premises with every such building, 
structure or use, one (1) off-street space for standing, loading for every 2790 square metres 
(30,031 square feet) or fraction thereof the building floor area used for any such purpose to a maximum 
of six (6) loading spaces. 

 

a.   Each loading space shall be at least 3.7 metres (12 feet) by 12 metres (39.4 feet) with a minimum of 
4.3 metres (14 feet) in height clearance. 
 

b.   A loading space for any building less than 140 square metres (1500 square feet) shall be optional. 
 

c. Loading spaces shall not be located within any required front yard or be located within any 
required yard that abuts a Residential zone.  In no case shall a loading space be within 3.0 metres 
(10 feet) of a streetline. 

d.  Notwithstanding  anything  else  in  this  section,  an existing  undersized vacant  lot  that  is situated 
in a commercial zone  that cannot  comply with the  loading  standards  shall  be allowed to 
develop and the proposed development shall be exempt from that requirement. 
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e.   Loading spaces, including driveways leading thereto, shall be constructed of and maintained with 
a stable surface that is treated to prevent the raising of dust or loose particles. 
 

f. Access to the loading space areas shall be provided by means of unobstructed driveways of a 
minimum width of 3.7 metres (12 feet) for one-way traffic and 7.3 metres (24 feet) for two-way 
traffic. 

 

RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY WIDTHS 
 

20. For uses in the RD-1, R-1 and R-2 zones requiring three (3) or fewer parking spaces: 
 

a.   A driveway shall be located so as to lead directly from a street or lane to a required parking 
space, either within a garage or outside; 

 

b.   A driveway shall have a minimum width of 2.6 metres (8.5 feet); 
 

c. A driveway may be as wide as an attached garage; 
 

d.   On a lot with a width of 10.4 metres (35 feet) or less, a driveway may extend beyond the width of 
the attached garage to a maximum width of 5.2 metres (17 feet) and shall be located no closer 
than 0.6 metres (2 feet) to a side lot line; 

 

e.   On a lot with a width greater than 10.4 metres (35 feet), the driveway may extend beyond the 
width of the attached garage to a maximum total width of 50% of the lot width or 8 metres (26 
feet), whichever is less; and shall be located no closer than 0.6 metres (2 feet) to the side lot 
line; 

 

f. In the case of a semi-detached dwelling with an attached garage, the driveway may extend 
beyond the width of the attached garage to a maximum width of 5.2 metres (26 feet) and shall 
be located no closer than 0.6 metres (2 feet) to the side lot line which is not located along the 
common wall of the same dwelling; 

 

g.   In the case of a dwelling without an attached garage, the driveway width shall not exceed 5.2 
metres (26 feet) within the front yard, side yard, or side yard abutting a street. 

 

MULTIPLE USES 
 

21. Where any land or building is used for more than one purpose, all provisions of this By-law relating to 
each use shall be satisfied.  Where there is conflict, such as in the case of lot size or lot frontage, the 
higher or more stringent standard shall prevail. 

 

NON-CONFORMING USES 
 

22. Non-conforming uses shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the Municipal Government Act of 
Nova Scotia. 
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ONE MAIN BUILDING ON A LOT 
 

23. No person shall erect more than one main building on a lot, except for: 
 

a.    Buildings located in any commercial, waterfront development or industrial zones; 
 

b.   Non-residential buildings located in the Rural Development (RD-1) zone; 
 

c. Tourist cabin/cottage developments; 
 

d.   Institutional uses; and, 
 

e.   Grouped dwellings in the Residential Multiple-Unit (R-2) zone. 
 

OUTDOOR STORAGE 
 

24. Within the RD-1, R-1 and R-2 zones, outdoor storage of building and mechanical materials and the 
overnight parking of commercial vehicles (excluding hearses and buses) shall be prohibited. 

 

25. Within the C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1 and WD zones, no outdoor display or outdoor storage shall be permitted in 
a yard that abuts a residential or open space use or zone. 

 

PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS FOR CHANGE OF USE 
 

26. Notwithstanding Part 6, Sections 10, 18, and 27, where an existing undersized lot is to be used for a 
commercial use and the new use is unable to comply with the additional parking and loading 
requirements, the additional parking or loading requirements shall be waived. 

 

PARKING AREA STANDARDS 
 

27. Where parking facilities for four (4) or more vehicles are required or permitted: 
 

a.    The parking area shall be maintained with a stable surface that is treated to prevent the 
raising of dust or loose particles; 

 

b.   The lights used for illumination of the parking lot or parking station shall be so arranged as to 
divert the light away from streets, adjacent lots and buildings; 

 

c. A structure, not more than 4.5 metres (15 feet) in height and not more than 15 square 
metres (49 square feet) in area may be erected in the parking area for the use of attendants; 

 

d.   When the parking area is of a permanent hard surfacing, each parking space shall be clearly 
marked and maintained as such; 

 

e.   Approaches or driveways to any parking area, other than that required for a single-unit dwelling 
semi-detached or duplex-dwelling shall be paved, and the limit of the parking area shall be 
defined by a suitable obstruction designed to provide a neat appearance; 

 

f. The location of approaches of driveways shall not be closer than 15 metres (49 feet) from 
the limits of the right-of-way to a street intersection; 

 

g.    The width of a driveway leading to a parking or loading area of a driveway or aisle in a 
parking area shall be a minimum width of 3.1 metres (10 feet) for one-way traffic or a minimum 
of 5.5 metres (18 feet) for two-way traffic except: 

 

i.   For a shopping centre, a driveway shall be a minimum of 11.6 metres (38 feet) wide, 
with two (2) exit lanes of 3.4 metres (11 feet) each in width and one (1) entry lane of 
4.9 metres (16 feet) of width; 
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h.   No on-site parking is permitted within 3.0 metres (10 feet) of a streetline in all zones. 
 

PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
 

28. For every building or structure to be erected or enlarged, there shall be provided and maintained 
off-street parking located within the same zone as the use and having unobstructed access to a 
public street in conformity with the following schedule: 

 

 
 

Type of Building 
 

Parking Required 

 
 

Residential 
 

a. 
 

A dwelling containing 3 or fewer units 
 

1 parking space per dwelling unit 

 
b. 

 

Bed & Breakfast establishments, boarding 
homes, and tourist/guest homes 

 

1 parking space for the building plus 1 parking 
space per 2 boarders or overnight guests 

 

c. 
 

All other dwellings 
 

1.5 parking spaces per dwelling unit 

 
 

Institutional 
 
 
 
 

d. 

 
 
 

Religious institutions and halls, auditoria, 
theatres, arenas, halls, stadia, clubs, and other 
places of assembly 

 

Where there are fixed seats: 1 parking space 
for every 5 seats or 3 metres (10 feet) of benched 
seating space. 

 

Where there are no fixed seats: 1 parking space 
for every 9.3 metres (100 square feet) of floor 
area devoted to public use 

 

 
 

e. 

 

 
 

Hospitals and Nursing Homes 

 

1 parking space for every 2 beds or every 37 
square metres (400 square feet) of floor area, 
whichever results in the greater number of 
spaces 

 

f. 
 

Elementary Schools 
 

1.5 parking spaces for every teaching classroom 
 

g. 
 

High Schools 
 

4 parking spaces for every teaching classroom 

 
 

Commercial 
 

h. 
 

Offices 

 

1  parking  space  for  every  28  square  metres 
(300 square feet) of gross floor area 

 
 
 
 

i. 

 
 
 
 

Bowling Alleys and Curling Rinks 

 

1 parking space for every 2 persons in the 
designed capacity of the establishment 
(designed capacity shall mean 6 persons per 
bowling lane and 8 persons per curling sheets). 
For permitted uses of the building, additional 
parking spaces shall be provided in accordance 
with the requirements set out in this By-law. 
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j. 

 
 
 

Hotels and Motels 

 

1 parking space per suite plus 1 additional 
parking space for each 4.6 square metres (50 
square feet) of floor area devoted to public use 
(taverns, restaurants or auditoria) exclusive of 
lobbies and hallways 

 
k. 

 
Shopping Centres 

 

Parking  area  to  be  2  times  the  floor  area, 
exclusive of common halls 

 
l. 

 
Restaurants 

 

1 parking space for every 4.6 square metres (50 
square feet) of floor area devoted to public use 

 
m. 

 
Retail Stores 

 

1 space for every 14 square metres (150 square 
feet) of gross floor area 

 
n. 

 
All other commercial uses 

 

1 parking space for each 28 square metres (300 
square feet) of commercial floor area 

 
 

Industrial 
 
 
 

o. 

 
 
 

Industrial uses 

 

1 parking space for each 42 square metres (452 
square  feet)  of  gross  floor  area,  any  office 
space  included  in  the  development  parking 
shall be provided for in accordance with the 
requirements set out in this By-law 

 

p. 
 

Barrier-free parking 
 

As required by the National Building Code 
 

q. 
 

Bicycle parking 

 

As   per   the   Community   Design   Guidelines 
(Appendix “B”) 
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PERMITTED ENCROACHMENT IN YARDS 
 

29. Except for the portion of yard on which an accessory building is located, every part of any yard 
required by this By-law shall be open and unobstructed by any structure from the ground to the sky 
provided, however, that those structures listed in the following table shall be permitted to project 
into the specified yard for the specified distance indicated: 

 
 

Structure 
 

Yard in Which Project is 
Permitted 

 

Maximum Projection From Main 
Wall Permitted 

 

Sills, belt courses, cornices, 
eaves, gutters, chimneys, 

pilasters, or canopies 

 

Any yard 
 

0.6 metres (2 feet) 

 

Window bays 
 

Front, rear and side yards that 
abut streets only 

 

0.9 metres (3 feet) and a 
maximum width of 3 metres (10 

feet) 
 

Fire escapes and exterior 
staircases 

 

Rear and side yards only 
 

1.5 metres (5 feet) and a 
maximum width of 3 metres (10 

feet) 
 

Balconies 
 

Front, rear and side yards that 
abut streets only for single- 

detached, semi-detached, duplex 
and triplex buildings.  Any yard 
for other residential buildings 

 

1.8 metres (6 feet) 

 

Roofed porches not exceeding 
one storey in height 

 

Rear and side yards that abut 
streets only 

 

2.5 metres (8 feet), including 
eaves and cornices 

 

Barrier-free building accesses 
(i.e. ramps) 

 

Any yard 
 

To the lot line, provided any 
access is not obstructed 

 

30. Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, drop awnings, clothes poles, flagpoles, garden trellises, 
fences and retaining walls shall be exempt from any requirements under Part 6, Section 28. 

 

PROHIBITED OBSTRUCTIONS IN VISIBILITY TRIANGLES 
 

31. No obstruction to visibility exceeding 0.9 metres (3 feet), whether from buildings, motor vehicles, 
signage, landscaping, or other impediments shall be permitted within a corner visibility triangle or 
driveway visibility triangle; the purpose being to allow a complete view of oncoming motor vehicle 
and pedestrian traffic by other such traffic entering the intersection of a street. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES PERMITTED 
 

32. Public utilities shall be permitted in any zone. 
 

RESTORATION TO A SAFE CONDITION 
 

33. Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition of any building or 
structure, provided that in the case of a non-conforming use, the provisions of the Municipal 
Government Act shall prevail. 
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SCOPE 
 

34. No building or structure shall hereafter be erected or altered or the use of any building changed, 
unless a Development Permit has been issued and no Development Permit shall be issued unless all the 
provisions of the By-law are satisfied. 

 

35. Any person who violates a provision of the By-law shall be subject to prosecution as provided for 
under the Municipal Government Act of Nova Scotia. 

 

SCREENING 
 

36. Where in any zone a visual barrier is required to be provided and maintained, such barrier shall act as 
a screen between uses and be constructed to a minimum height of 1.8 metres (6 feet) and shall consist 
of the following: 

 

a.   a wall, fence; or, 
 

b.   trees or shrubs (provided however that there is a reserved width of planting that is appropriate 
for healthy plant growth so that the vegetation achieves a minimum height of 1.8 metres (6 
feet) and is continuously un-pierced within 3 years of planting); or, 

 

c. earth berms; or, 
 

d.   any combination of the above. 
 

SETBACK FROM A WATER BODY 
 

37. Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, all development shall be setback a minimum distance of 
15.25 metres (50 feet) from the Inverness Harbour, Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Broad Cove River.  
However, wharves and boathouses will be permitted within this setback requirement where a property 
is adjacent to Inverness Harbour. 

 

SIGNS 
 

38. Every sign and all parts thereof, including framework, supports, background, anchors, and wiring 
systems shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with the Community Design Guidelines and 
Building By-law. 

 

39. All signs and all parts thereof shall be kept in a good state of repair and maintenance. 
 

40. Signs located in a yard abutting a R-zone or O-zone parcel shall be subject to the following 
requirements: 

 

a. Signs shall not be illuminated by means other than a directed spotlight that is dark-sky 
compliant and does not create any nuisance glare of illumination of adjacent properties or 
roadways; 

b.   Only directional or business identification signs shall be permitted; 
 

c. The maximum area shall be 1.4 square metres (15 square feet); 
 

d.   The maximum height of a ground sign from the grade level to the highest part of the sign 
(including the sign structure) shall be 3.65 metres (12.0 feet); and, 

 

e.   All signs shall be set back at least 3.05 metres (10 feet) from the abutting property line. 
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SUBDIVISION OF LOTS FOR CAIRNS, MONUMENTS, WHARVES, FISH SHEDS 

AND OTHER SIMILAR USES 
 

41. Notwithstanding  anything  else  in  this  By-law,  lots  that  are  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of 
monuments,  wharves,  fish  sheds,  boat  houses,  and  other  similar  uses  shall  be  exempt  from 
minimum lot requirements within each zone.  Such lots will not be used for human habitation and 
will not be eligible for an on-site sewage disposal system.  The maximum lot area for such lots shall 
be 465 square metres (5 005 square feet). 

 

TEMPORARY USES 
 

42. Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the temporary location of a building or structure incidental to a 
main construction project provided that a Development Permit has been issued for the main project 
and further provided such incidental construction shall be removed within sixty (60) days of 
completion of the main construction project. 

 

43. Uses erected for special uses, farmers’ markets and holidays shall be permitted provided that no 
such use remains in place for more than thirty (30) consecutive days.   The use shall be removed from 
the site within seventy-two (72) hours of the completion of the event.  A Development Permit shall 
be required, and such uses shall be subject to any minimum yard setback requirements. 
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PART 7: 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT (RD-1) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.  No Development Permit shall be issued in a Rural Development (RD-1) zone except for one or more of 
the following uses: 

 

a.    Agricultural  uses  including  barns,  stables,  and kennels  for  the keeping of  livestock  and 
domestic animals 

 

b.   Automobile Service and Repair Shop 

c. Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

d.   Community Garden 

e.   Day Care Facility 

f. Duplex 
 

g. Existing Commercial Use 

h.   Fishery Use 

i. Forestry Use 

j. Greenhouse 

k. Mini / Mobile Home 

l. Recovery Depot 

m.  Semi-Detached Dwelling  

n.   Single-Detached Dwelling 

o.   Tourist and Guest Home 

p.   Triplex (both new and converted), subject to Special Requirements 

q.   Wharves and Boathouses 

2.   Notwithstanding  Part  7,  Section  1,  the  following  uses  may  be  considered  by  means  of  a 
Development   Agreement   in   the   Rural   Development   (RD-1)   zone,   in   accordance   with   the 
requirements of Part 5 of this By-law: 

 

a.   Multiple-Unit Dwelling with four (4) or more units. 
  



I N V E R N E S S   L A N D   U S E   B Y - L A W 

 

 

30 | P a g e  

General Lot Requirements 
 

3.   In any Rural Development (RD-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following requirements: 

 

 
 

On-Site Services 
 

Municipal Sewer Services 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

2700 square metres* 
(29 000 square feet) 

 

1394 square metres 
(15 005 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.2 metres (50 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and 
Flanking Yard 

 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 

 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

10.70 metres (35.1 feet) 
* Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards. 

 

Special Requirement – Conversion of Dwelling 
 

4.   Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, a single-detached dwelling may be converted to house 
with up to three (3) dwelling units provided: 

 

a.   No  exterior  alteration  is  made  to  the  dwelling that  would increase  the  overall  size  of  the 
structure except additions necessary to comply with all federal, provincial or municipal regulations, 
By-law or codes in force. 

 

b.   The existing rooflines are maintained on the dwelling. 
 

Special Requirement - Parking for Triplexes 
 
5.   Off-street parking for triplexes will not be permitted in the required front yard setback. 
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PART 7A: 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

6.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Rural Residential (RR) zone except for one or more of 
the following uses: 

a. Bed and Breakfast Establishment 
b. Duplex 
c. Semi-Detached Dwelling  
d. Single-Detached Dwelling 

 
 
 

General Lot Requirements 
 

7.   In any Rural Residential (RR) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity with 
the following requirements: 

 

  

On-Site Services 
 

Municipal Sewer Services 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

2700 square metres* 
(29 000 square feet) 

 

1394 square metres 
(15 005 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.2 metres (50 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and 
Flanking Yard 

 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 

 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

10.70 metres (35.1 feet) 
* Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards. 
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PART 8: 

RESIDENTIAL URBAN (R-1) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Residential Urban (R-1) zone except for one or more of 
the following uses: 

 

a. Accessory Dwelling Units    

b. Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

c. Boarding House 

d. Community Garden 

e.   Duplex 

f.   Existing Barns, Stables and Kennels 

g. Existing Commercial Uses 

h. Mobile / Mini Home, subject to Special Requirements 

i.  Personal Services Establishments subject to Site Plan approval 

j.    Semi-Detached Dwelling 

k. Single-Detached Dwelling 
 

l. Tourist/Guest Home, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

m. Triplex (both new and conversion), subject to Special Requirements  

n. Wharves and Boathouses 
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General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Residential Urban (R-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following: 

 

 
 

Mobile / Mini 
Home 

 

Single- 
Detached 
Dwelling 

 

Duplex 
Dwelling 

 

Semi-Detached 
Dwelling 

 

Multiple-Unit 
Dwellings(Max 

Three Units) 

 

Other 
Permitted Uses 

 

Minimum Lot 
Area 

 

with water & 
sewer services 

 

465 square 
metres 

(5005 square 
feet) 

 

465 Square 
metres 

(5005 square 
feet) 

 

650 square 
metres 

(6996 square 
feet) 

 

372 square 
metres 

(4004 square 
feet) per 

dwelling unit 

 

372 square 
metres 

(4004 square 
feet) per 

dwelling unit 

 

650 square 
metres (6996 
square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot 
Area 

with water OR 
sewer services 

 

1394 square metres * (15005 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot 
Frontage 

 

15.25 metres 
(50 feet) 

 

7.65 metres 
(25 feet) per 
dwelling unit 

 

15.25 metres 
(50 feet) per 
dwelling unit 

 

21.30 metres 
(69.9 feet) 

 

Minimum Front 
Yard and 

Flanking Yard 

 

** 6.10 metres 
(20 feet) 

 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 

 

Minimum Side 
Yard with 
water and 

sewer services 

 

2.50 metres (8 feet) on one side, 1.20 metres (4 feet) on other 
 

3.05 metres 
(10 feet) 

 

2.50 metres (8 
feet) on one 

side, 1.20 
metres (4 feet) 

on other 
 

Minimum Side 
Yard with 

water or sewer 
services 

 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 

 

Minimum Rear 
Yard 

 

**2.45 metres 
(8.0 feet) 

 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 

 

Maximum 
Building Height 

 

10.70 metres 
(35.1 feet) 

* Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable 
** Special setback requirement for mobile homes and mini homes 
 

 

Special Requirement – Setbacks for Mobile / Mini Homes 
 

3.   Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, mobile / mini homes to be erected on the same block as 
adjacent buildings may be erected with a setback equal to the average setback of the adjacent buildings 
provided that a location certificate showing the future location of the mobile/mini home is presented 
to the Development Officer prior to the issuance of the Development Permit.  In no case shall this depth 
be less than 3.05m (10.0ft) from the front lot line and need not be greater than the setback regulations 
prescribed in the zone in which it is situated. 
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Special Requirement – Conversion of Dwelling 
 

4.   Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, a single-detached dwelling may be converted to house 
with up to three (3) dwelling units or a Personal Service Use provided: 

 

a.    No  exterior  alteration  is  made  to  the  dwelling that  would increase  the  overall  size  of  the 
structure except additions necessary to comply with all federal, provincial or municipal regulations, 
By-law or codes in force; and, 

 

b.   The existing rooflines are maintained on the dwelling. 
 

Special Requirement: Parking for Triplexes 
 

5.   Off-street parking for triplexes will not be permitted in the required front yard setback. 
 

Special Requirement: Personal Service Uses 
 

6.   Any new personal service use structure shall conform to the Building Design Guidelines of  
Appendix B – Community Design Guidelines of the Inverness Land Use By-law. 
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PART 9: 

RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE-UNIT (R-2) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.  No Development Permit shall be issued in a Residential Multiple (R-2) zone except for one or more of 
the following: 

 

a.    Community Garden 
 

b.   Multiple-Unit Dwelling containing up to four (4) dwelling units 

c. Private Home Daycare 

d.   Senior’s Residential Complex 
 

e.   Tourist / Guest Home, subject to Site Plan Approval 

f. Townhouses 

2.   Notwithstanding  Part  9,  Section  1,  the  following  uses  may  be  considered  by  means  of  a 
Development Agreement in the Residential Multiple-Unit (R-2) zone, in accordance with the 
requirements of Part 5 of this By-law: 

 

a.   Multiple-Unit Dwelling with five (5) or more units. 
 

General Lot Requirements 
 

3.  In any Residential Multiple-Unit (R-2) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following requirements: 

 

 
 

Multiple-Unit Dwelling 
 

Townhouses 
 

Other Permitted 
Uses 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

929 square metres 
(10 000 square feet) 

 

372 square metres 
(4004 square feet) per 

dwelling unit 

 

465 square metres 
(5005 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

30.50 metres (100 feet) 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) per 
unit 

 

15.25 metres 
(50 feet) 

 

Minimum Front Yard and 
Flanking Yard 

 

6.1 metres (20 feet) 

 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.5 metres ( 10 feet) on 
one side, 6.1 metres (20 
feet) on the other side 

 

1.2 metres (4 feet) 

 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

13.7 metres (45 feet) 
 

10.70 metres (35.1 feet) 
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PART 10: 

INSTITUTIONAL (I-1) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in an Institutional (I-1) zone except for one or more of the 
following uses: 

 

a.    Art Centre 
 

b.    Community Centre  

c. Community Garden 

d.   Day Care Facility 

e.   Duplex 
 

f. Dwelling Unit, subject to Special Requirements 

g. Fire Hall 

h.   Funeral Home 
 

i. Government Office 

j. Hospital 

k.    Hospice 
 

l. Museum  

m.  Post Office 

n.   Public and Private Education Establishment 

o.   Religious Institution 

p.   Residential Care Facility, including nursing home 
 

q.   Senior’s Residential Complex 

r. Semi-detached Dwelling 

s.    Single-detached Dwelling 

 



I N V E R N E S S   L A N D   U S E   B Y - L A W 

 

 

37 | P a g e  

General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Institutional (I-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity with the 
following: 

 

 
 

Duplex, Semi-Detached 
and Single-Detached 

Dwellings 

 

Day Care Facility, Post 
Office, Hospice, 

Residential Care Facility, 
Senior’s Residential 

Complex 

 

All other Institutional 
Uses 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

465 square metres* (5005 square feet) 
 

929 square metres* 
(10 000 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.25 metres (50 feet) 
 

30.5 metres (100 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and 
Flanking Yard 

 

4.5 metres (15 feet) 

 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

6.0 metres (20 feet), or 
½ the building height, 
whichever is greater 

 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.5 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

10.70 metres (35.1 feet) 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Labour standards, if applicable. 

 

Special Requirements: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a lot located within the Institutional (I-1) zone abuts a residential, parkland or open space 
use, the following restrictions shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of the abutting side 
or rear lot line; 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 3.05 metres (10 feet) of the abutting side or rear lot 
line. 

 

Special Requirement: Maximum number and location of dwelling units 
 

4.   A  maximum  of  two  accessory  dwelling  units  may  be  permitted  within  a  building  containing 

institutional uses. 
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PART 11: 

PUBLIC PARK (O-1) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Public Park (O-1) zone, except for one or more of the 
following uses: 

 

a.    Band Shell 
 

b.   Community Garden 

c. Park 

d.   Parkette 

e.   Pavilion 

f. Public Green 
 

g. Public Playground 

h.   Public Sports Field 

General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Public Park (O-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity with the 
following: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

No minimum* 
 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

No minimum 
 

Minimum Front Yard 
 

4.5 metres (15 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable. 

 

Special Requirements: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a lot located within the Public Park (O-1) zone abuts a residential or institutional use, the 
following restrictions shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of the abutting side 
or rear lot line; 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 3.05 metres (10 feet) of the abutting side or rear lot 
line. 
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PART 12: 

OPEN SPACE (O-2) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in the Open Space (O-2) zone, except for one or more of the 
following uses: 

 

a.    Cemetery, Crematorium or Mausoleum 

b.   Community Garden 

c. Facilities for Outdoor Recreational Activities 
 

d.   Greenhouse or Nursery Stock Farm (no accessory retail permitted) 
 

2.   The following uses shall be considered to be prohibited in the Open Space (O-2) zone: 
 

a.    Amusement Park 

b.   Driving Range 

c. Golf Course 
 

d.   Harness Racing Track  

e.   Miniature Golf Course 

f. Sports Stadium 

g. Tracks  for  the  racing  of  commercial  recreational  vehicles  propelled by  internal  combustion 
engine 

 

h.   Water Slide and Wave Machine 
 

General Lot Requirements 
 

3.   In any Open Space (O-2) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity with the 
following: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

465 square metres* (5005 square feet) 
 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.25 metres (50 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard 
 

4.5 metres (15 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable 
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Special Requirements: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

4.   Where a lot located within the Open Space (O-2) zone abuts a residential or institutional use, the 
following restrictions shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of the abutting side 
or rear lot line; 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 3.05 metres (10 feet) of the abutting side or rear lot 
line. 
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PART 13: 

INTENSIVE RECREATION (O-3) ZONE 
 

 
Permitted Uses 

 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in the Intensive Recreation (O-3) zone, except for one or 
more of the following uses: 

 

a.    Amusement Park 
 

b.   Arena (including ancillary uses such as dormitories, offices, restaurants, pro shops, storage 
facilities, and equipment repair facilities) 

 

c. Art and Culture Centre 

d.   Community Garden 

e.   Golf Course (including ancillary uses such as offices, restaurants, pro shops, storage facilities and 
equipment repair facilities) 

 

f. Golf Driving Range 
 

g. Harness Racing Track (including ancillary uses such as offices, restaurants, barns, stables, and 
equipment repair facilities) 

 

h.   Hotel/Motel, subject to Site Plan Approval  

i. Miniature Golf Course 

j. Outdoor Recreation Facility 
 

k. Private Recreational Facility and Park 

l. Sports Stadium 

m.  Track  for  the  racing  of  commercial  recreational  vehicles  propelled  by  internal  combustion 
engines 

 

n.   Water slides and wave machines 
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General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Intensive Recreation (O-3) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water and sewer services 

 

697 square metres (7500 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water or sewer services 

 

1115 square metres* (12 000 square 
feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
without water and sewer services 

 

2700 square metres* (29 000 square 
feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

30.5 metres (100 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard 
 

4.5 metres (15 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.5 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable. 

 

Special Requirements: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a lot located within the Intensive Recreation (O-3) zone abuts a residential or institutional 
use, the following restrictions shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of the abutting side 
or rear lot line; 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 3.05 metres (10 feet) of the abutting side or rear lot 
line; and, 

 

c. A visual barrier, in accordance with the screening requirements outlined in Part 6, Section 35, 
shall be provided and maintained. 
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PART 14: 

COMMERCIAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (C-1) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Commercial Business District (C-1) zone except for one 
or more of the following uses: 

 

a.    Automobile service station, subject to Part 6, Section 3 and Site Plan 
Approval 

 

b.   Carwash subject to Site Plan approval 

c .  Commercial School, subject to Site Plan Approval 

d. Community Garden 

e.   Dry Cleaning Establishment, subject to Site Plan Approval 

f.   Dwelling Unit, subject to a Special Provision 

g.    Existing Single-Detached Dwelling 
 

h. Financial Institution, subject to Site Plan Approval  

i.    Hotel / Motel, subject to Site Plan Approval 

j. Medical Clinic, subject to Site Plan Approval 

k. Office, subject to Site Plan Approval 

l.    Parking Lot or Parking Structure, subject to Site Plan Approval  

m.     Personal Services Establishment, subject to Site Plan Approval 

n.  Private Club or Lodge, subject to Site Plan Approval 

o.   Tourist and Guest Home, subject to Site Plan Approval 

p.   Retail Store or Kiosk, subject to Site Plan Approval 

q.   Restaurant, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

r.   Veterinary Establishment, subject to Site Plan Approval 
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General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Commercial Business District (C-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in 
conformity with the following requirements: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

465 square metres (5 005 square feet) * 
 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.25 metres (50 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and Flanking Yard 
 

0 metres (0 feet)** 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

1.5 metres (5 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 

Maximum Building Height 10.7metres (35.1 feet) 
 

  
* Subject to Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Labour standards, if applicable 
** New construction must comply with Corner Visibility Triangle setback requirements 

 

Special Requirement: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a yard or lot located within a Commercial Business District (C-1) zone abuts a Residential 
Urban (R-1) or Residential Multiple (R-2) zone, the following requirements shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted in an abutting yard within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of a 
side or rear lot line abutting the residential use. 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 1.2 metres (4 feet) of a side or rear lot line, a visual 
barrier is required between the commercial and residential properties. 

 

c. Minimum side yard setback requirement of 6.10 metres (20 feet), if that side yard abuts the 
property with the residential zoning. 

 

Special Requirement: Location of Dwelling Units 
 

4.   Notwithstanding Part 14, Section 1(e), new dwelling units shall not be permitted on the ground floor of 
a building in the Commercial Business District (C-1) zone. 

 

Special Requirement: Restriction of Drive-Through Facilities 
 

5.    In  order  to  maintain  a  building  form  supportive  of  pedestrian  travel  and  characteristic  of  a 
traditional downtown, drive-through (drive-thru) facilities shall not be permitted on lots zoned 
Commercial Business District (C-1). 
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PART 15: 
COMMERCIAL MIXED USE (C-2) ZONE 

 

Permitted Uses 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Commercial Mixed-Use (C-2) zone, except for one of 
more of the following uses: 

 

a.   Automobile Sales, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

b.   Automobile Service Station, subject to Part 6, Section 3 and Site Plan Approval  

c. Carwash subject to Site Plan approval 

d. Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

e.   Boarding / Rooming House, subject to Site Plan Approval 

f.   Bowling Alley, subject to Site Plan Approval 

g. Commercial School, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

h. Community Garden 
 

i.   Day Care Facility, subject to Site Plan Approval  

j. Duplex 

k. Dwelling Unit 
 

l.   Existing Barns, Stables and Kennels 
 

m. Financial Institution, subject to Site Plan Approval 

n.  Hotels / Motel, subject to Site Plan Approval 

o.   Medical Clinic, subject to Site Plan Approval 

p.   Mini /Mobile Home 

q.   Personal Services Establishment, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

r.   Private Home Daycare 
 

s. Restaurant, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

t. Retail Store or Kiosk, subject to Site Plan Approval 

u. Semi-Detached Dwelling 

v.   Single-Detached Dwelling 
 

w. Tourist / Guest Home, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

x.   Triplex (both new and conversion), subject to Site Plan Approval and Special Provisions  

y. Wharves and Boathouses, subject to Site Plan Approval 
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General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In  the  Commercial  Mixed-Use  (C-2)  zone,  no  Development  Permit  shall  be  issued  except  
in conformity with the following requirements: 

 

 
 

Single-Detached 
Dwellings 

**Mobile / Mini 
Home 

 

Duplex 
Dwelling 

 

Semi- 
Detached 
Dwelling 

 

Triplex 
 

Commercial 
 

Other 
Permitted 

Uses 

Minimum Lot Area 465 square metres 
(5005 square feet) 

650 square 
metres (6996 
square feet) 

372 square metres 
(4004 square feet) per 

dwelling unit 

465 square 
metres (5005 
square feet) 

650 square 
metres 
(6996 

square feet) 

Minimum Lot 
Frontage 

15.25 metres 
(50 feet) 

7.65 metres 
(25 feet) per dwelling unit 

15.25 metres 
(50 feet) 

21.30 
metres 

(69.9 feet) 

Minimum Front Yard 
and Flanking Yard 

*6.1 metres 
(20 feet) 

7.65 metres 
(25 feet) 

3.05 metres 
(10 feet) 

7.65 metres 
(25 feet) 

Minimum Side Yard 
with water and sewer 

services 
i. One side ii.
 Other side 

i. 2.5 metres 
(8 feet) 

ii. 1.2 metres 
(4 feet) 

i. 3.05 metres 
(10 feet) 

ii. 1.2 metres 
(4 feet) 

i. 3.05 metres 
(10 feet) 

ii. 3.05 metres 
(10 feet) 

i. 2.5 metres 
(8 feet) 
ii. 1.2 

metres 
(4 feet) 

Minimum Rear Yard 7.65 metres 
(25 feet) 

*2.45 metres 
(8 feet) 

7.65 metres 
(25 feet) 

Maximum Building 
Height 

10.7 metres 
(35.1 feet) 

* Special setback requirement for mobile homes and mini homes 
 

Special Requirement - Setbacks for mobile / mini homes 
 

3.   Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, a mobile / mini home to be built on the same block as 
adjacent buildings may be erected with a setback equal to the average setback of the adjacent 
buildings provided that a location certificate showing the future location of the mobile/mini home is 
presented to the Development Officer prior to the issuance of the Development Permit.  The depth 
shall not be less than 3.05 metres (10 feet) from the front lot line and need not be greater than the 
setback regulations prescribed in the zone in which it is situated. 

 

Special Requirement - Conversion of Dwelling 
 

4.   Notwithstanding anything else in this By-law, a single-detached dwelling may be converted to house 
with up to three (3) dwelling units provided: 

 

a.    No  exterior  alteration  is  made  to  the  dwelling that  would increase  the  overall  size  of  the 
structure except additions necessary to comply with all federal, provincial or municipal 
regulations, By-law or codes in force; and, 

 

b.   The existing rooflines are maintained on the dwelling. 
 

c. Off-street parking will not be permitted in the required front yard setback. 
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Special Requirement - Parking for Triplexes 

 

5.   Off-street parking will not be permitted in the required front yard setback. 
 

Special Requirement - Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

6.   Where a yard or lot located within a Commercial Mixed-Use (C-2) zone abut a Residential Urban  
(R-1) or Residential Multiple (R-2) zone, the following requirements shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted in an abutting yard within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of a 
side or rear lot line abutting the residential use. 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 1.2 metres (4 feet) of a side or rear lot line, and a 
visual barrier is required between the commercial parking and residential properties. 
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PART 16: 

COMMERCIAL TOURISM (C-3) ZONE 
 
Permitted Uses 

 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Commercial Tourism (C-3) zone, except for one or more 
of the following uses: 

 

a.    Campground, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

b.   Commercial School, subject to Site Plan Approval 

c. Community Garden 

d.   Condominium 
 

e.   Hotels/Motel, subject to Site Plan Approval 

f. Laundromat, subject to Site Plan Approval  

g. Restaurant, subject to Site Plan Approval 

h.   Retail Store or Kiosk, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

i. Tourist Cabin/Cottage Development, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any Commercial Tourism (C-3) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following requirements: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water and sewer services 

 

465 square metres 
(5 005 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water or sewer services 

 

1115 square metres* 
(12 000 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
without water and sewer services 

 

2700 square metres* 
(29 000 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

15.25 metres (50 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and Flanking Yard 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.65 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

10.7 metres (35.1 feet) 

* Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable. 
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Special Requirement: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a yard or lot located within a Commercial Tourism (C-3) zone abuts a Residential Urban (R-1) 
or Residential Multiple (R-2) zone, the following requirements shall apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted in an abutting yard within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of a 
side or rear lot line abutting the residential use. 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 1.2 metres (4 feet) of a side or rear lot line, and a 
visual barrier is required between the commercial parking and residential properties. 

 

c. Minimum side yard setback requirement of 6.10 metres (20 feet), if that side yard abuts the 
property with the residential zoning. 
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PART 17: 

WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT (WD) ZONE 
 

Permitted Uses 
 
1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Waterfront Development (WD) zone except for one or 

more of the following uses: 
 

a.    Artisan’s Workshop, subject to Site Plan Approval 

b.   Community Garden 

c. Dwelling units in Commercial buildings by Development Agreement 
 

d.   Fish processing plant and other fishery-related uses, including storage facilities, subject to Site 
Plan Approval 

 

e.   Gallery, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

f. Industrial  fabrication  and  processing,  manufacturing  and  repair  uses,  subject  to  Site  Plan 
Approval 

 

g. Interpretive Centre, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

h.   Marina and Marina-related facilities, subject to Site Plan Approval  

i. Museum, subject to Site Plan Approval 

j. Office, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

k. Parking Lot or Parking Structure, subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

l. Picnic  area  and  facilities,  including  changing  rooms  and  washrooms,  subject  to  Site  Plan 
Approval 

 

m.  Restaurant , subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

n.   Retail Store or Kiosk , subject to Site Plan Approval 
 

o.   Wharves, boat haul-outs and boat repair facilities, subject to Site Plan Approval 
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General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In  the  Waterfront  Development  (WD)  zone,  no  Development  Permit  shall  be  issued  except  in 
conformity with the following requirements: 

 
 

Minimum High Tide Setback 
 

7.65 square metres* (25 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and Flanking Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet), except where 
the operation requires direct 

access to the water 
 

Minimum Rear Yard 
 

3.05 metres (10 feet), except where 
the operation requires direct 
access to the water 

 

Pre-Bonus Maximum Building Height 
 

One-storey, not to exceed 4.5 metres 
(15 feet) 

 

Post-Bonus Maximum Building Height 
 

Two-storeys, not to exceed 9 metres 
(30 feet) 

 

Minimum Separation Between Buildings 
 

Subject to the Building Code 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment standards, if applicable 

 

Special Requirement: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a Waterfront Development (WD) zone abuts an Open Space (O-2) or Intensive Recreation (O-
3) zone, the following restrictions shall apply to the abutting yard with the Waterfront Development 
(WD) zoning: 

 

a.    Minimum side yard requirement: 6.10 metres (20.0 feet) 
 

b.   Minimum rear yard requirement: 6.10 metres (20.0 feet) 
 

Special Requirement: Location of Parking 
4.   For new development in the Waterfront Development (WD) zone, no parking may be located in the 

required front yard. 

 
Bonus Zoning 
For Buildings Higher than the Pre-Bonus Building Height Requirement 

 

5.  A building that exceeds the Pre-Bonus Maximum Building Height as noted in Part 17, Section 2 of this 
By-law shall be required to provide a public benefit on the lot equal to a value of not less than 
$4.00 per 0.1 square metre of gross floor area for all or part of any storey above the Pre-Bonus 
Maximum Building Height.  Where it is not feasible to provide the public benefit on the lot being 
developed, the developer shall provide the benefit off-site as may be agreed between the Municipality 
and the developer. 

 

6.  The developer shall submit cost estimates, in a format acceptable to the Developer Officer, which 
provide detailed costs of the public benefit. 

 

7.  The rate of $4.00 per 0.1 square metres in Part 17, Section 5 above shall be adjusted annually in 
accordance with the Statistics Canada, Province of Nova Scotia Consumer Price Index, on the 
anniversary of the adoption date of this By-law. 
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8.  The public benefit shall be completed at the time of the issuance of an Occupancy Permit, or such 
other time as may be provided under the public benefit agreement. 

 

9.   The provisions of Part 17, Section 5 do not apply to permitted height encroachments pursuant to 
Part 6, Section 13 of this By-law. 

Public Benefit Categories 

10. Subject to meeting all applicable requirements of this by-law, development pursuant to Part 17, 
Section 5 may be permitted where the developer provides one or a combination of the following public 
benefits: 

a.  The provisions of publically accessible amenity or open space, where a deficiency in such spaces 
exists; 

 

b.   The provision of public parking facilities, where a deficiency in such spaces exists; and, 
 

c. The   provision   of   active   transportation   infrastructure,   where   a   deficiency   in   such 
infrastructure exists. 

 

11. The developer shall provide a written proposal that provides a description of the details and extent 
of the public benefit to be provided. 

 

Public Benefit Agreement 
 

12. Prior to the issuance of a Development Permit by the Development Officer, the developer shall 
enter into an agreement with the Municipality, which shall: 

 

a.  Identify the particular parcel of land to be developed, and where the public benefit is to be 
provided (identifying its location off-site of the development, if applicable); 

 

b.  Include design drawings, provided by the developer for the required public benefit and 
where necessary, include detailed construction drawings, site plans, specifications, and cost 
estimates of the proposed work; and, 

 

c. Identify the required process and conditions for supervision and acceptance of the proposed 
public benefit before the work is accepted by the Municipality as the public benefit for the 
development. 

 
  



I N V E R N E S S   L A N D   U S E   B Y - L A W 

 

 

53 | P a g e  

 
PART 18: 

GENERAL INDUSTRIAL (M-1) ZONE 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a General Industrial (M-1) zone except for one of more of 
the following uses: 

 

a.    Automobile Sales 
 

b.   Automobile Service Station 

c. Car Wash 

d.   Commercial Storage Facility 

e.   Community Garden 

f.   Light industrial fabrication and sales  

g. Kennel 

h.   Oil and gas storage tanks and distribution facility  

i.   Recycling Depot 

j. Retail, subject to a special requirement 

k. Trucking and Construction Facility 

l.   Warehousing 
 

General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In any General Industrial (M-1) zone, no Development Permit shall be issued except in conformity 
with the following requirements: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water and sewer services 

 

697 square metres (7500 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
with water or sewer services 

 

1115 square metres* (12 000 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Area 
without water and sewer services 

 

2700 square metres* (29 000 square feet) 

 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

22.90 metres (75.1 feet) 
 

Minimum Front Yard and Flanking Yard 
 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 
 

Minimum Side Yard 
with water and sewer services 

 

3.05 metres (10 feet) 

 

Minimum Side Yard 
with water or sewer services; or 

without  water and sewer 
services, 

 

6.10 metres (20 feet) 
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Minimum Rear Yard 
 

7.5 metres (25 feet) 
 

Maximum Building Height 
 

10.70 metres (35.1 feet) 
*Subject to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Labour standards, if applicable 

 

Special Requirements: Abutting Yard Requirements 
 

3.   Where a lot located in the General Industrial (M-1) zone abuts a parcel zoned Residential Urban (R- 
1), Residential Multiple (R-2), or Intensive Recreation (O-3) zone, the following restrictions shall 
apply: 

 

a.    No open storage or display shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of an abutting side or 
rear lot line. 

 

b.   No parking space shall be permitted within 6.10 metres (20 feet) of an abutting side or rear lot 
line. 

 

4.   Where a lot located in the General Industrial (M-1) zone abuts a parcel zoned Residential (RD-1, R-1 or 
R-2), Institutional (I-1), Public Park (O-1) zone or Open Space (O-2) zone, the following restrictions shall 
apply to the abutting yard with the Industrial zoning: 

 

a.    Minimum side yard requirement: 6.10 metres (20 feet) 
 

b.   Minimum rear yard requirement: 9.14 metres (30 feet) 
 

Special Requirement: Retail Uses 
5.   In the General Industrial (M-1) zone, only retail uses that are ancillary or accessory to a permitted 

industrial use shall be allowed. 
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PART 19: 

WELLHEAD PROTECTION (WHP) ZONE 
 

1.   No Development Permit shall be issued in a Wellhead Protection (WHP) zone except for one or more 
of the following uses: 

 

a)  Only developments related to water supply and waterworks and implementation by the Municipality 
of any component of the groundwater management plan and protection strategy, including 
facilities for display and interpretation of the waterworks and its groundwater management plan 
and protection strategy. 

 

General Lot Requirements 
 

2.   In  the  Wellhead  Protection  (WHP)  zone,  no  Development  Permit  shall  be  issued  except  in 
conformity with the following requirements: 

 
 

Minimum Lot Area 
 

No Requirement 
 

Minimum Lot Frontage 
 

No Requirement 
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PART 20: 

DEFINITIONS 
 

For the purpose of this By-law, all words shall carry their customary meaning except for those defined 
hereafter: 

 

1.  "Accessory": when used to describe a use or building, means a use or building that is commonly 
incidental, subordinate and exclusively devoted to the main use or main building situate on the 
same lot 

2. “Accessory Dwelling Unit”: One dwelling unit accessory to a single unit dwelling or semi-detached 
dwelling on the property intended as an independent and separate unit that contains its own sleeping, 
living, cooking and sanitary facilities, and its own independent entrance. Accessory dwellings can be 
self contained within the main dwelling, or a detached structure. 

3. “Accessory Dwelling Unit- Garden Suite”: A freestanding single unit dwelling that is located in the back 
or side yard of the main dwelling 

4. “Accessory Dwelling Unit- Garage Suite”: A freestanding single unit dwelling that is located overtop of 
a detached garage behind or side yard of the main dwelling 

5. “Accessory Dwelling Unit- Secondary Suite”: A self-contained accessory dwelling fully contained within 
the main dwelling 

 

6.  “Agriculture”: the use of land and buildings for farming, dairying, pasturage, agriculture, apiculture, 
floriculture, horticulture, animal and/or poultry husbandry, and the necessary accessory uses for 
packing, storing and treating produce.  Agriculture shall include a farm-related single-detached 
dwelling. 

 

7.   “Alter”: any change of a structural component of a building, or any increase in the volume of any 
building or structure 

 

8.   “Amenity Space”: a space on a site designed for active or passive recreational use 
 

9.   “Area”: see “Lot Area” 
 

10.   “Artisan’s Workshop”: means an establishment used for the study or instruction of a performing or 
visual art such as dancing, music or painting or the workplace of an artisan such as a painter, 
sculptor, photographer, dressmaker or tailor together with the accessory retailing of paintings, 
sculpture, photography or handcrafts. 

 

11.  “Automobile Service Station”: a building or clearly defined space on a lot used for the sale of lubricating 
oils and motor vehicle fuels, and may include the sale of automobile accessories and the servicing and 
minor repair of motor vehicles.  Accessory uses may include an automobile car wash, convenience store 
and body shop. 

 

12.  “Awning”: a self-supporting structure which projects horizontally from the building face or wall and 
can be either retractable or non-retractable 

 

13.  “Bed and Breakfast Establishment”: a dwelling where no more than five (5) rooms are provided for 
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temporary overnight accommodation with breakfast to the travelling public for compensation, and 
does not include facilities open to the general public, such as meeting rooms, restaurants or 
entertainment facilities. 

 

14. “Boarding House”: a dwelling in which the proprietor supplies for a fee sleeping accommodation 
with board for at least three persons and not more than ten persons exclusive of the proprietor, 
members of the proprietor’s family and servants of the establishment, but does not include a hostel. 

 

15. “Building”: any structure, whether temporary or permanent, used or built for shelter, 
accommodation or enclosure of persons, animals, material or equipment. 

 

16. “Building Height”: the vertical distance of a building between established grade and: 
 

a.   The highest point of the roof surface or the parapet, whichever is greater, of a flat roof; 
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b.   The deck line of a mansard roof; or 

 

c. The main level between eaves and ridges of a gabled, hip, gambrel or other type of pitched 
roof 

 

But shall not include any construction used an ornament or for the mechanical operation of the 
building, a mechanical penthouse, chimney, tower, cupola, or steeple. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure C: Measuring building height 
 

 
 

17. “Campground”: an area of land for the temporary accommodation of travel trailers, motorized homes, 
tents and trailers used for travel, recreational and vacation purposes but does not include a mobile 
home park. 

 

18. “Car Wash”: a building or structure containing facilities for washing motor vehicles by production 
line methods which may include a conveyor system or similar mechanical devices, also includes a 
self-service car wash. 

 

19. “Cemetery”: land that is set apart or used as a place for the internment of the dead or in which 
human bodies have been buried. May include a structure for the purpose of the cremation of 
human remains and may include facilities for storing ashes of human remains that have been cremated 
or the internment of the dead in sealed crypts or compartments. 

 

20. “Commercial School”: a school conducted for compensation and includes a secretarial school, 
language school or driving school, but does not include a day nursery or university, and shall not 
include overnight accommodations. 

 

21. “Commercial Storage Facility”: a facility providing space for lease by the general public for the 
storage of goods within an enclosed building, but shall not include a facility for the warehousing or 
distribution of goods for commercial purposes. 

 

22. “Community Centre”: any tract of land, or building or buildings, or part of any buildings used for 
community activities whether used for commercial purposes or not, the control of which is vested in 
the municipality, a local board or agent thereof, or a non-profit organization. 

 

23. “Converted Dwelling”: an existing single-detached dwelling converted to contain a greater number of 
dwelling units than the building contained prior to that conversion. 
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24. “Corner Visibility Triangle”: on a corner lot, any structure to be 
erected or vegetation shall not exceed a height of 0.9 metres (3.0 
feet) above grade within the triangular area created by joining 
the distance of 6.10 metres (20.0 feet) from the intersection 
along two street lines (Figure D).  

 
25. “Council”: the Council of the Municipality of the County of 

Inverness. 
 

26. “Day   Care   Facility”:   means   a   facility   licensed   under 
Provincial legislation that accommodates six (6) or more children, 
for the purpose of providing temporary care for a continuous   
period  of   time   not  exceeding   twenty-four hours, but does 
not include a school. 

 
27. “Development”: the erection, construction, alteration, replacement or relocation of or addition to 

any structure and any change or alteration in the use made of land or structures. 
 

28. “Development Officer”: the officer of the Municipality of the County of Inverness who is charged by 
the municipality with the duty of administering the provisions of the Land Use By-law. 

 

29. “Driveway  Visibility  Triangle”:  a  triangular  area  formed  within  a  lot  by  the  intersection  of  a 
driveway line and a lot line abutting a street or the projections thereof and a straight line connecting 
them 4.57 metres (15 feet) from their point of intersection. 

 

30. “Duplex”: a building containing not more than two (2) dwelling units placed one above the other. 
 

31. “Dwelling”:  a  building  that  is  occupied or  capable of  being occupied as  a  home,  residence  or 
sleeping place by one (1) or more persons, containing one(1) or more dwelling units, and shall not 
include a hotel, motel or travel trailer. 

 

32. “Dwelling Unit”: one (1) or more habitable rooms designed or intended for use by one or more 
individuals as an independent and separate housekeeping establishment in which separate kitchen and 
bathroom facilities are provided for the exclusive use of such individual(s), with a private entrance from 
outside the building or from a common hallway or stairway inside the building. 

 

33. “Education  Establishment”:  means  a  building,  or  part  thereof,  which  is  used  primarily  for  the 
purpose of teaching, academic instruction or training. 

 
34. “Erect”: to build, construct, reconstruct, alter or relocate and without limiting the generality of the 

foregoing, shall be taken to include any preliminary physical operation such as excavating, grading, 
piling, cribbing, filling or draining, structurally altering any existing building or structure by an addition, 
deletion, enlargement or extension. 

 
  

Figure D: Corner Visibility Triangle 
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35. “Established Grade” 
 

a.    When used in reference to a building, 
the average elevation of the finished 
surface  of  the  ground  where  it  meets 
the exterior of the front of such building 
exclusive of  any  artificial embankment or 
entrenchment; or, 

 

b.   When used in reference to a structure that   
is   not   a   building,   the   average elevation  
of  the  finished  grade  of  the  ground  
immediately  surrounding  such  structures 
exclusive of any artificial embankment or 
entrenchment. 

 
 
36. “Existing”: legally in place, or operating, at the time of the Land Use By-law having come into effect. 

 

37. “Farm Market”: a building or property where farm produce comprises the major portion of goods 
offered or kept for sale directly to the public at retail value. 

 

38. “Fill”: material deposited on a lot to alter the grades of the lot. 
 

39. “Fishery Use”: a use supportive of the fisher, including general storage, docks, boat launches and 
repair facilities. 

 

40. “Floodway”: the part of the flood risk area as defined in the Canada-Nova Scotia Flood Damage 
Reduction Program (1984), over which flood waters flow on average once every twenty (20) years, or 
where there is a five (5) percent chance of flooding each year. 

 

41. “Floodway Fringe”: part of the flood risk area as defined in the Canada-Nova Scotia Flood Damage 
Reduction Program (1984), over which waters flow on average once every one hundred (100) years, or 
where there is a one (1) percent chance of flooding each year. 

 

42. “Floor Area” 
 

a.    Residential – the total floor area contained within the outside walls, excluding any private 
garage, porch, veranda, sunroom, unfinished attic, unfinished basement or cellar, or any other 
room not habitable year-round. 

 

b.   Commercial – the total useable floor area within a building used for commercial purposes, 
excluding washrooms, furnace and utility rooms, and common malls between stores. 

 

43. “Forestry Uses”: means any uses associated with a commercial silviculture and the production of 
timber or pulp, including sawmills, shingle mills, vehicle and equipment storage and maintenance 
buildings or yards, and retail or wholesale outlets for wood or wood products. 

 

44. “Frontage”: see “Lot Frontage” 

Figure E : Established Grade 
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46. “Grouped Dwelling”: two (2) or more dwelling units that are contained within two (2) or more buildings 

located on the same lot.  A dwelling with a garden suite is an example of a grouped dwelling. 

 
47. “Health Clinic”: means a building or part thereof which is used jointly by three or more health 

professionals for the purpose of consultation, diagnosis and/or treatment of persons. It may include 
ancillary administrative offices, waiting rooms, treatment rooms, laboratories, dispensaries or other 
similar  facilities  but  shall not  include  accommodation  for  in-patient  care or facilities  for  major 
surgical practice. The sale of health products accessory to the practice of a health professional shall be 
permitted only in the same unit of the building occupied by the health professional. 

 

48. “Health Office”: means a building or part thereof in which    a maximum of two health professionals 
provide consultative, diagnostic and treatment services. 

 
49.  “Health Professional”: shall mean an individual who practices any of the health disciplines regulated 

under a Provincial Act, such as, but not limited to: physicians, dentists, optometrists, pharmacists, 
physiotherapists, chiropractors, and psychologists. 

 

50. “Home Occupation”: the accessory use of a lot used for residential purposes for gainful employment 
of a resident of that property including, but not limited to a small business, an office or a studio.  A 
home occupation may operate out of a structure accessory to the primary dwelling. 

 

51. “Hospice”: means a residential facility where terminally ill patients receive palliative care treatment 
in a home-like setting with a maximum of ten patients at any given time. 

 

52. “Hotel”: see “Motel” 
 

53. “Industrial Use”: a use engaged in the manufacturing of finished products or parts, predominately 
from previously prepared materials.   An industrial use may include the processing, fabrication, 
assembly, treatment, packaging, incidental storage and warehousing, distribution and wholesaling 
of such products.  Industrial uses may include on-site retail sales of goods manufactured on site as 
an accessory use only. 

 

54. “Institutional Use”: an organization that is incorporated under the Societies Act, R.S.N.S. 1989, 
Chapter 435, or any other non-profit organization incorporated by, or pursuant to statute for whom 
the use of land, buildings or structure for religious, charitable, educational, health or welfare 
purposes, including religious institutions, education establishments (not including commercial 
schools), day care facilities and nursing homes. 
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55. “Intensive Livestock Operation”: an operation consisting of only one type of livestock where a 
minimum of thirty (30) animal units are confined to feedlots or structures or poultry facilities for 
feeding, breeding, milking, or holding for eventual sale or egg production.  The following chart shall 
be used for calculating total animal units: 

 
Column 1 

On Farm for Complete Year 
Column 2 

Marketed During Year 
 

Type of Livestock 
Number Equal to One 

Animal Unit 

 

Type of Livestock 
Number Equal to One 

Animal Unit 
 

Dairy Cow (plus calf) 
 

1 
Beef Cows (400 - 1000 

pounds) 

 

2 

 

Beef Cow (plus calf) 
 

1 
Beef Feeders (gain 400 - 

750 pounds) 

 

3 

 

Bull 
 

1 
Beef Feeders (gain 750 

– 1100 pounds) 

 

2 

 

Horse 
 

1 
Hogs (gain 40 – 200 

pounds) 

 

15 

 

Sheep (plus lambs) 
 

4 
Broiler Chickens or 

Roasters (4 – 5 pounds) 

 

1000 

Sows (plus litter to 
weaning) 

 

4 
Turkey Broilers (11 – 12 

pounds) 

 

300 

Female Mink (plus 
associated males and 

kits) 

 
100 

 

Heavy Turkey Hens (19 
– 20 pounds) 

 
150 

 

Foxes 
 

40 
Heavy Turkey Toms (30 

– 32 pounds) 

 

100 

 

Laying Hens 
 

125 
Veal Calves (gain 90 – 

300 pounds) 

 

40 

Female Rabbits (plus 
associated males) 

 

40 
 

Pullets 
 

300 

 

56. “Kennel”: a building or premise for domestic canine or feline boarding, breeding, grooming or 
training 

 

57. “Landscaping”: outdoor space for use, enjoyment, recreation and utility, and may include natural 
vegetation areas including horticultural elements as well as constructed areas such as patios, decks, 
playgrounds, pathways and outdoor recreational amenities. 

 

58. “Loading Space”: a space or bay located on a lot which is used or intended to be used for the 
temporary parking of any commercial vehicle while loading or unloading goods, merchandise, or 
materials used in connection with the main use of the lot and which has an unobstructed access to a 
street or lane. 

 

59. “Lot”: any parcel of land described in a deed as a lot or as shown in a Registered Plan of Subdivision. 
 

a.    “Corner Lot”: a lot situated at the intersection of, and abutting, two or more streets.   The 
shorter lot line abutting the street shall be deemed the front lot line of the said lot. 

 

b.   “Interior Lot”: a lot situated between two lots and having access to one street. 
 

c. “Through Lot”: a lot that is not a corner lot but has frontage on more than one street.  
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d. “Lot Area”: the total horizontal area within the boundaries of a lot. 
e. “Lot Frontage”: the length of figurative line joining the side lot lines, parallel to the front lot 

line, measured from the minimum front yard setback. 
 

f. “Lot Line”: the boundary line of a lot. 

g. “Front Lot Line”: the lot line dividing the lot from the street. 

h. “Rear Lot Line”: the lot line furthest from, or opposite to, the front lot line 

i.     “Side Lot Line”: a lot line other than a front or rear lot line. 

j.     “Flanking Lot Line”: a side lot line abutting a street on a corner lot. 

 

Figure F: Lot type examples 

Figure G: Lot lines 
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60. “Mini Home”: see “Mobile Home”. 
 
61. “Mobile Home”: a detached dwelling designed for transportation after fabrication, whether on its 

own wheels or on a flatbed or other trailer, and which arrives at the site where it is to be  occupied  as  
a  dwelling  complete and ready for occupancy (except for minor and incidental unpacking and 
assembling operations).    A mobile home may be located on wheels, jacks or a permanent foundation, 
and may be connected to utilities and sanitary services.  For the purposes of this by- law, the removal 
of the wheels or the permanent or semi-permanent attachment   of   a   foundation   to   a mobile 
home shall not change the classification. 

 
62. “Mobile Home Park”: a lot on which spaces are provided for more than one mobile home dwelling,  

but does not include a campground. 
 

63. “Motel”: a building or buildings used to accommodate the travelling public for compensation, 
supplying them with sleeping accommodation and accessory services such as restaurants, cooking 
facilities and licensed liquor establishments. 

 

64. “Multiple-Unit Dwelling”: means a building that contains four (4) or more individual dwelling units, 
which may or may not have a common entrance from the street level, but does not include a 
townhouse. 

 

65. “Municipality”: the Municipality of the County of Inverness 
 

66. “Municipal Government Act”: means the Municipal Government Act, 1998, c.18 (as amended) of 
the Province of Nova Scotia. 

 

67. “Nursing Home”: a building where nursing care and room and board are provided to individual 
incapacitated in some manner for medical reasons and licensed, but does not include a hospital. 

 
68. “Obnoxious Use”: a use that, due to its nature or operation, creates a nuisance or is offensive: 

 

a.    by the creation of noise or vibration; 
 

b.   by reason of the emission of gas, fumes, dust, oil or objectionable odour; or, 
 

c. by reason of unsightly storage of goods, wares, merchandise, salvage, refuse matter, waste or 
other material. 

 

69. “Office”: a room where business may be transacted, a service performed or consultation given, but 
shall not include any place where the manufacturing of any product or the retail selling of goods is 
conducted. 

 

70. “Outdoor Display”: an area of land where goods are displayed, which are available for sale to the 
general public from a retail outlet located on the same lot. 

 

71. “Outdoor Storage”: the use of land for the outside storage of merchandise, goods, inventory, 
materials or equipment or other items that are not intended for immediate sale. 

 

72. “Parking Lot”: an area on a lot that contains four (4) or more parking spaces. 
 

73. “Parking Space”: an area on which a motor vehicle may be parked, which has access directly or by 
way of an aisle or ramp to a public lane or to a street without the necessity of moving any other motor 
vehicle. 

 

a.    "Angle Parking Space": the orientation of a parking space in such a manner that the side of the 
vehicle when parked is at an angle to the aisle or ramp, lane or street. 
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b.   "Parallel Parking Space": the orientation of a parking space in such a manner that the side of 
the vehicle when parked is parallel to the aisle, ramp, lane or street which gives direct access to 
such parking space. 

 

c. "Tandem Parking": the arrangement of two parking spaces such that it is necessary to traverse 
one space to gain vehicular access to the other from a public lane or street. 

 

74. “Personal  Services  Establishment”:  the  provision  of  services  involving  the  health,  f i t n e ss ,  
beauty or grooming of a person, but shall not include a medical clinic or health office. 

 

75. “Plan Area”: means the geographical area to which the Secondary Plan and Land Use By-law apply. 
 

76. "Private Club or Lodge": a building or part thereof used for social, literary, cultural, political, 
educational or recreational purposes that is operated for the exclusive use of members and their 
guests, and is not open to the general public on an equal basis. 

 

77. "Private Home Daycare": the temporary care of five children or less at any one time, where such 
care is provided for a fee in a dwelling unit, other than the home of a parent or guardian of such 
child, for a continuous period of time not exceeding twenty-four hours. 

 

78. “Recovery Depot”: an establishment for the collection of beverage containers and leftover paint, 
licensed by the Resource Recovery Fund Board, and shall not include the processing or re-purposing of 
such materials, and shall also not include a recycling facility, salvage yard or scrap yard 

 

79. “Recreational Uses”: the use of land for parks, trails, playgrounds, tennis courts, lawn bowling 
greens, indoor and outdoor skating rinks, athletic fields, golf course, picnic areas, swimming pools, day 
camps, community centres and similar uses to the foregoing, together with necessary and accessory 
buildings and structures, but shall not include a track for the racing of animals or any form of motorized 
vehicle. 

 

80. “Recycling Depot”: facilities for solid waste reduction, re-use, recovery or reprocessing of materials 
such as paper, glass, metal cans, certain forms of rubber, plastics, clothes and other, but does not 
include a salvage yard or scrap yard. 

 
81. "Religious Institution":  a building or part thereof used by any religious organization for public 

worship or other ecclesiastical functions and may include a rectory or manse, a church hall or 
temple, day care facility, offices, and educational or recreational uses associated with or accessory 
thereto. 

 

82. “Repair Service”: means the provision of maintenance or repair services for goods or equipment, 
excluding motor vehicles and major recreational equipment. 

 

83. “Residential Care Facility”: means a dwelling or part thereof occupied by three (3) or more persons, 
exclusive of staff, who are cared for on a temporary or permanent basis in a supervised group 
setting. This shall include, for example, a group home, crisis care facility, residence for socially 
disadvantaged persons or nursing home, but shall not include a lodging house, foster care home, 
hospital or a hospice with 10 patients or less. 

 

84. "Restaurant": a place where food and/or drink is prepared and sold at retail for immediate 
consumption, either on or off site, and which may offer commercial entertainment only if the premises 
are licensed under The Liquor Licence Act. 

 

85. "Retail":  the sale or rental of goods or materials to the ultimate consumer including "convenience 
retail" goods, but shall not include a restaurant or the sale or rental of motor vehicles, motor vehicle 
fuel or major recreational equipment. 

 

86. “Road”: a strip of cleared land for the passage of vehicles, riders and pedestrians from place to 
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place. 
 

a.    “Private Road”: any street or road that is not public, shown on a Plan of Subdivision approved 
on or after the first day of August, 1987, and: 

 

i.   Extends to and has access to a public street or highway and where not totally located 
within the area of land proposed to be subdivided, shall be subject to an easement for a 
right-of-way and access that has been clearly granted by deed and registered with the 
Registry of Deeds for the Municipality; 

 

ii.   Has a minimum width of 20 metres (66 feet); and, 
 

iii.   Has had the intersection with the public street or highway approved by the Department 
of Transportation and Communications. 

 

This definition shall be deemed to include any private road approved by the Department of 
Transportation and Communications, shown on a Plan of Subdivision approved prior to the 
first day of August, 1987 and filed with the Registry of Deeds for this Municipality. 

 

b.   “Public Road”: any road owned and maintained by the Department of Transportation and 
Communications or the Municipality of the County of Inverness, but does not include designated 
controlled access highways pursuant to Section 20 of the Public Highways Act. 

 

87. “Road Line”: the boundary line of a public or private road. 
 

88. “Salvage Yard” (also “Scrap Yard”): a lot of premises for the storage or handling of scrap material, 
which may include, but is not limited to, waste paper, rags, bones, bottles, used bicycles, vehicles, tires, 
metal or other material or salvage. 

 

89. “Semi-Detached Dwelling”: a building that is vertically divided into two (2) dwelling units, each of 
which has an independent entrance. 

 

90. “Senior’s Residential Complex”: means a residential building designed for people seeking assisted 
home care by the content and layout of the dwelling units (varying in size, number of bedrooms, 
shared kitchens), provisions for common dining facilities, recreation areas, lounges, libraries, respite 
units and the accessibility of all units and facilities to the physically challenged. Provision of services 
such as day-care for seniors, housekeeping, security personnel, personal care, meal programs, 
physiotherapy, activity programs, landscaped outdoor recreation areas and open space areas may also 
be provided. The care component of any facility is subject to Provincial regulation. Such a development 
will not be intended for, nor easily convertible to, a residential care facility for any other type of 
use. 

 

91. “Service Shop”: a building used for the sale or repair of household articles and may include radio, 
televisions and appliance repair shops, but does not include industrial, manufacturing and motor 
vehicle repair shops. 

 

92. "Setback":  the  minimum  distance  between  a  lot  line  and  the  nearest  part  of  any  building  or 
specified structure exclusive of any permitted yard projections on the lot. 

 

93. “Sign”: a structure that is used to advertise or attract attention to any person, place or thing.  A sign 
may provide information such as addressing, announcements, or directions and may be intended to be 
seen from off of the premises. 

 

a.   “Billboard Sign”: a sign a free-standing sign advertising a business, use, product or idea not located 
on the same lot as the sign is located. 

 

b.   “Awning Sign”: a sign that is part of an awning system on a building, usually printed onto the 
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awning itself. 
 

c. “Fascia Sign”: a sign constructed of rigid material, attached to and generally parallel to a wall of 
a building, a parapet, a canopy, or the sloping portion of a mansard or similar roof. 

 

d.   “Portable Sign”: a sign designed to be readily moved from one location to another and which 
does not rely on a building or fixed foundation for its structural support. This definition shall 
include but is not limited to signs commonly referred to as mobile or trailer sign, T-frame, A- 
frame, sandwich board and sidewalk signs. 

 

e.   “Projecting Sign”: a sign constructed of either rigid or non-rigid material, attached to a wall, 
light standard, flag pole, free-standing pole or the underside of a canopy and further: 

 

(a)  projecting signs constructed of rigid material shall have a copy surface that is generally not 
parallel to that wall, light standard, flag pole, free-standing pole or underside of the canopy; 
and, 

 

(b)  projecting signs constructed of non-rigid material shall have a copy surface that can be 
either generally parallel or generally not parallel to that wall, light standard, flag pole, free- 

standing pole or under side of the canopy. 
 

f. “Ground Sign”: a sign supported by one or more uprights, poles or braces place in, or upon, 
the ground. 

 

94. “Sign Area”: the area of the smallest triangle, circle or semi-circle that can wholly enclose the 
surface area of the sign.  All visible faces of a multi-faced sign shall be counted separately and then 
added together in calculating sign area. 

 
95. "Single-Detached Dwelling": a building containing one dwelling unit. 
 

96. “Storey”: the portion of a building between any floor and the floor, ceiling or roof next above, provided 
that any portion of a building partly below grade level shall not be deemed a storey unless its ceiling is 
at least six (6) feet above grade and provide also that any portion of a storey exceeding fourteen (14) 
feet in height shall be deemed an additional storey for each fourteen (14) feet or fraction thereof of 
such excess. 

 

97. “Street”: see “Road” 
 

98. “Street Line”: the boundary line of a public or private street/road. 
 

99. “Structure”: anything that is erected, built or constructed of parts joined together or any such erection 
fixed to or supported by the soil or by any other structure. 

100. “Townhouse”: a building that is divided vertically into three or more dwelling units, each of which 
has an independent entrance or entrances to the outdoors. 

 

101. “Tourist Cottage/Cabin”: an establishment providing accommodation for the use of the travelling or 
vacationing public, a free-standing unit with bedsitting room (linens supplied) and bathroom; may have 
kitchen facilities. 

 

102. “Tourist or Guest Home”: a single-detached dwelling in which there are not more than eight (8) 
sleeping rooms intended to be rented to the general public and where the stay of the guest is of a 
transient nature. 

 

103. “Triplex”: means a building that is divided horizontally into three dwelling units, which may or may 
not share a common entrance, but does not include a “townhouse”. 

 

104. “Utility”: any public or private system, works, plant, equipment, lines or services that furnish services 
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at approved rates to or for the use of the general public. 
 

105. “Veterinary  Establishment”:  a  facility  for  the  medical  care  and  treatment  of  animals  and includes 
provisions for their overnight accommodation, but does not include any outdoor facilities such as 
kennels, pen runs and enclosures. 

 

106. Yard”: an open, uncovered space on a lot adjacent to a building and un-occupied by buildings or 
structures except as specifically permitted elsewhere in the Land Use By-law.  In determining yard 
measurements, the minimum horizontal distance from the respective lot lines is used. 

 

a.   “Front Yard”: a yard extending 
across the full width of a lot 
between the front lot line and 
the nearest wall of any building 
or structure on the lot; a 
“minimum” front yard means 
the minimum depth allowed 
between the front lot line and 
the nearest wall of any building 
or structure on the lot. 

 

b. “Rear  Yard”:  a  yard 
extending across the full width 
of a lot between the rear  lot  
line  and  the nearest  wall  of  
any building  or  structure  
on the lot; a “minimum” rear 
yard means the minimum 
depth  allowed  between the 
rear lot line and the nearest 
wall of  any building or structure on the lot. 

 

c. “Side Yard”: a yard extending from the front yard to the rear yard of a lot between a side lot 
line and the nearest wall of any building or structure on the lot; a “minimum” side yard means 
the minimum depth allowed between the side lot line and the nearest wall of any building or 
structure on the lot. 

 

d.   “Flanking Yard”: the side yard of a corner lot extending front the front yard to the rear yard 
between the flanking lot line and the nearest wall of any building or structure on the lot; a 
“minimum” flanking lot means the minimum depth allowed between the flanking lot line and the 
nearest wall of any building or structure on the lot. 

 

107.  “Zone”: a specified area of land shown on Schedule “A” of the Land Use By-law. 
 
 

 

Figure H: Yards 


